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INTROOUCTICN 


Here at Frontlines, and in Amsterdam in general,things have been more chaotic than 
normal.With Frontline, that has mainly been dus to the fact that some of us have been 
away on holiday.which has meant that a smaller group has had to do all the work.Also 

our translators for French, Italian and swedish will not be back for some time,which mean 
that info to those countries will be sent in English for the time being, at present we 
are able to translate into English,Spanish and German,and of course the other way around 
It would be 3 great help if info sant from French,Italian and Swedish speaking groups 
could be translated before being sent,otherwise we wont be able to do any thing with tha 
info untill our translators for those languages are back in town. 

We have also had a leaking roof,which has meant that we have not been able to make full 
use of our “meeting-space,but now that it has been repaired, we can once again put the 
space to good use. : 

Frontline has also been busy helping other groups,mainly centered around translations 

to do withthe anti-1.M.F.campain and the so-called RARA case,in particular René, who is 
still being held prisoner in connection with this case(more info in this newsletter}. 

In Amsterdam in general lots has been going on,both good and bad,evictions are still 
being carried out,with little or no resistance,and the words Shelluand RARA are on 
everyones tongues. 

It seems,from the feedback that we have been getting,thet our newsletter is not being 
given enough publicity in the various info-centers in other countries,and it would be 
great if the info-shops could make the newsletter more accessable,and also send it on 
te local and national alternative info-magasines,so that more people are able to follow 


irre = the developments and discussions that are going on hére in Holland.Perhaps the info-shoj 
Be BARS Niet could also make their own"bundles” from the info which we have sent.If you are missing 
SAT Í flee add as any of the news letters ,write and wa will send on the neccesary info. 
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be Thanks for the post,we can never zst enough , 
Strength and solidarity, 
FRONTLINE-INFO 
P.5.... Just a short note concerning the mail. 
ALL mail for Frontline,must be sent to the following address; 
St. Prajectgroup Communicatie en cultuur 
Postbus 3306 
1001 AC Amsterdam 
HOLLAND 
The postbus 11623,is our "return to sender”box,and is not our address for incoming mail, 
For the above address,the name Frontline does not have to be used, so please leave it out. 
So,please send lots of post(to the correct address) cheers, l 
FRONTLINE INFO.. 


EVEN THE HARDEST (S)HELL CAN BE SRCKEN..... cece ee (2) 


The actions against Shell continue.-- unbroken. These sobotage actions can no be seen loss 
from the complete radical struggle against eapartheid.The shell is only one example of 
companies that actively support the apartheid regime in South Africa.In 1976,Shel} stated 
“that they stand behind the decisions of the apartheids regime,and thet they shall support 
South Africa in order to survive an international oil-boycott. 

Frene Ginwala,the oil specialist from the ANC said it so; "just as Nelson Mandela is the 
symbol for all political prisoners in South Africa,is Royal Dutch Shell the symbol of all 
the western multi-netionals that have “interests"in South Africa.Just as the Teleasement of 
Mandela can not be an isolated event,shall Shell be followed by many other multi-national 
conglomerates? (24/1/87, Amsterdam. } i 
Here follows a.short list,of anti-Shell,anti.apertheid actions; i 
14 july;-- petrol pump hoses slashed, slogans painted by a Shell petrol station, alongside 
the national highway by the village Lom. 

17 july,-- petrol pump hoses sleshed,windows smashed by a Shell petrol station in Nieuwegei 
Winddows smashed by the SHV,in Utrecht. 

31 julys-- petrol pump hoses slashed by a Texaco petrol station in Alphen a/d Rijn. (Texaco 
. is also active in South Africa.) 

8 Augusts-- petrol pump hoses Slashed,money machines"glued shut”, slogans painted and the 
underground petrol tanks were polluted by a Shell] petrol station in Haarlem. 

10 August;-- wall poster action night in Amsterdam,posters against Shell and other multi>s, 
11 Augusts-~ petrol pump hoses slashed, slogans painted and petrol pumps destroyed by three : 
Shell stations in Nijmegen. 

Petrol pump hoses slashed and underground petrol tanks polluted (damage £1.15,000) by a 
Shell station in Castricum. 

petrol pump hoses slashed by a Shell station in Axel. 

12 August;-- petrol pump hoses slashed and Slogans painted in Rotterdam by three Shell 
Stations. m 

19 August;-- bomb scare by a Shell station in Apeldoorn. H 

24 August;-- fire attack on a Shell station in Rotterdam, only tpump was destroyed, the fire 
brigade were too quick on the scene. : 

25 Augusts;-~ petrol pump hoses slashed and slogans painted by a Shell station in Nijmegen, | 
28 august;-~- petrol pump hoses slashed by two Shell stations in Amsterdam. 

6 September;-- the 100th anti-Shell: action.Petrol pump hoses slashed,red paint thrown 
everywhere and party streamers were hung up by a Shell station in Amsterdam. 


On the 25th of August,a court-case began against Jan,who is charged with having carried out 
a sabotage action against Shell.on the night of the 4th of July.This action took place by 
a Shell station in Den Haag,petrol pump hoses were slashed and the underground petrol tanky 
were polluted.This was the first court case (in conection with sabotage)since the campain 
began,tone and a half years ago. i 
On the same night,two other Shell stations were also attacked in Den Haag,one of which was 
in use by the city council,and this station was chosen to put more pressure on the city 


council to discontinue it*s contract with Shell.Jan was arrested in the area of one of the 


stations,in possesion of gloves that smelt of petrol,and an unused metal sow. Immediately 
after his arrest,all police in Holland were warned of the possibility that more actions 
elsewhere in Holland could take place. 

Jan refused to make a statement,even after 4 days of interregation,but was made to partake 
in supplying-a ‘sampte of saliva,for a saliva investigation, this he did under threats that, 
if he did not co-operate,violence would be used.He was released from remand after having 
been hald for 4 days.The trail was set for the 25th of August. 

The judge refused to hear the witness for the defence,using the arguement that the politic 
background could omly be of importance once,after the guilt of the suspect was established; 
The same aruement was used to deny jan the right of a last word,and when this was denied, 
Jan walked out. 

The public procecutor took this oppertunity to talk of the terroristic attacks of groups | 
such as the IRA, the sandinistas and the palestine resistance.He demanded that Jan be 
sentenced to 5 months imprisonment,2 unconditional and three conditional.Because the witneg 
for the defence was refused to give political evidence,no sentence can yet be passed,only 
a recomendation from the judge can be given.If he is to be sentenced,then at least he will! 
able ta show the filth that Shell is.Jan*s complete statement was published in the altern- 
ative media here in Holland,within which he stated; "repression does not stop resistance, it 
keeps it aware;real liberation can only come about by fighting together, internationally.” | 
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va ANC, ir an artisio entitiec"Selisartty la internacionaiistic”: 


“The South African specale ars rignting,on a aaticnal ievel,in crear 232 “ree from racic 


~ 
and coienial repression and exolaycacion.in that srocess,it is agains: international 
impertialism,and we sae sur struggle as a 2art af the fight against icosartalism.3y suosor: 
ir 3trueggle,you are supsorting your own 3tcuggis,oecause ve are *ignting your Stank in: 
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r7 af the wortd.uur žight is therefore veur fignt.We are concious 
rry che heavyest icad.,and for that we ara arepared.wh3at we say,is 


H 


a4 

z cf tne fact that we ~ 

zhar solidarity forz 

šżroggi2 is at this noment, mors imoortant thun aver.in the sairit a7 intarnationalism,we 
= - hb 


wd 
2 
3 


you to dubbie your sommitment,untill our people have taren sa the weecons, It needs your 
succort,it counts cn you,” 


SOLIDARITY AND RESISTANCE (4) 
On April the 11th of this year,10 houses were raided by a specially set up policg team 
the L.C.T.This resulted in 8 people being srrested.At the police press-conference that. 
followed, these 8 were labeled RARA Suspects, and with that meant that the case was given 
more weight.In reality, they tried to accuse these 8,and later- -on 10 people,of a lot more 
than the actions that were carried out against the dutch multi-nationals;Shell,Van leer 
and the SHV,all of which are activly and directly involved in the support of the aparthet 
regime in South Africa.They were also accused of carrying out actions against the dutch 
support of the Suhato cegime in Indonesia,of an attack against the factory that was/is to 
produca the new dutch “computorised"passport,and also of attacks against companies and 
lobbies,that were pushing in order that the olyimpic games for 1992 be held in Amsterdam, 
As we have earlier conveyed in our previous news letter,from the 10 people that were 
initially arrested,9 were released within a few days,the juridical construction,seen and 
used in other european country*s,;a nucleus of good freinds and a few “hangers on", could 
no longer be carried on. 
Rene was held in goal due to the fact that they could not drop their whole set up of 
of criminalisation and propaganda.At least one of the prisoners had to be brought beforg 
the judge,and convicted,as living proof of the so-called effectivity of the police apparsi 
as a deterrent for the radical and revolutionary resistance movement in tha Netherlands. 
The support group for the prisoners »that was set up immediately after the arrests,concent 
rated on supporting the prisoners in whatever way possible such as,sending food Parcels, 
holding "shouting” demo*s and dy circulating info against the criminalising campagne run 
by the press and the police.Tan days after the arrests were made,ademonstration was 
organised and held in Amsterdam, attended by + 600 pecple.The common demand of those who 
took part in the demo was::; the release of the prisoners.A strong will to continue the 
radical.direct struggle against apartheid and racism in spite of reprassion,criminalisat:; 
and intimidation was also expressed. 
Above alit,during the weeks after- the raid, the campagne against Shell,directed at forcing 
Shellito withdraw from South Africa,was intensified.This campagne has been going on (the 
radical campagne that is}for the past 1} years here in Holland.Dozens of petrol stations | 
and regional distribution centers were completely or partially were sabotaged.Shells image 
and profits have been directly affected due to this campagne. 
At the sama time, the support group began, together with Ren&, preparing for the trail.It is 
- Quite obvious that the complot of the Police and justice has occured ati:the same time that 
the radical movement in Holland is undergoing a process of re-orientation.After the reson 
strong radical social movement that reached it*s peak at tha beginning of the *80°s,there|: 
arose a vacuum with regard to perspective and discussions.This resulted in a lot of peopl) 
- "dropping out” of the movament, and this process was sped up by the two-way strategy of th 
. sociel-democratic state,one the ona hand compliance,on the other,increasing repression, A 
. relitively small group of people tried to break through this development, searching for, ang 
finding a revolutionarycontext,in order to break through the powerlessness ,and to once | 
again develop strenght and solidarity, internationally. 
The actions and communiques of the RARA, the Revolutionary Cells and various other command 
during the period between 84 and 88,were “putting the words into practice*and were seen a, 
many as an insperation.An insperation however that, in ‘the extreəmly individualised societ 
that Holland has become, remained hanging within indivualistic „sympathetic tendantcys. The 
conjunction of the"highs and lows of political discussions,coupled with a common hesitati 
to convert the passive,wait-and-see attitude into self-determined actions. & 
The senti-imperialist congress held in Arhnem last October,was an attempt to put more Y} 
direction and unity into this development.Subjects such as imperialism and patriarchy, 
international solidarity,and the perspective for revolutionary resistance here in Holland, 
were central in the congress.Hopes were high,due to the number of people that were present: 
t 200, however the diversity with regard to the interpretations of the main tepics,was 


immence.Never the less,this three day long congress was a well needed "opener", that offerg. 


a political alternative with regard to going along with,or giving in to,the flood of 
reactionary measures within the context of the economy and the unification of europe . 
This congress formed, in particular,the basis for the will to react(politically) effective): 
against the attempts of the state to weaken and oassify us.Time.form and contents are the 
decisive factors thet form the basis that is necessary for the defencive character of our 
offencive resistance.It was with this in mind that the process preparation group(the syppa 
group)decided not to concentrate on the actual day of the trail,but on the preparation of , 
manifestation that was held the day preceding the trail.On of the aims of this manifestati 
was to counteract the"splintering” within the movemant.Groups from the various -aae oe 
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social and political sub-movements were involved in the preperation of the manifestation, 

The womens info center,gay and lesbian groups,anti~fascist groups, several migrant and refugec 
groups and also an “unemployed”*group.Groups that nave in common the fact that they have come 
face to face with their political limits,and are not able to(individually)proceed any -urther 
while at the 3ame time are including other suh-movements in their respective political 
analysis,with regard to an"outside the parlemant,militant"resistance . 

The manifestation was to be an expression of our will to bridge the gap between these groups. 
A starting point for collectiva discussions,in which the first step would te above @ll],the 
preperation of the manifestation, together. 

At the same time that the extention of Ren&s remand period was determined,the justice żapart- 
ment announced that the trail was set for the tenth of August.A coolly calculated date,in th: 
middle of the vacation period.Dacisions such as this were typical throughcut the entire 
process,conciously intended to sabotage our preparations. 

The manifestation was planned for the 9th of August. 

Two weeks before,the manifestation group brought out a broshure full of information,analysis 
and discussions for the resistance in Holland.Racism,colontalism, the re-structuring of the 
economy and the society,feminist info and also af the latest technological developments, 
solidarity,political counter forces and the forming of a united front,Further,an article over 
“no liberation without womens liberation,over the refugee policy in Holland,the gay and 
lesbian struggle,personal registration and the european unification, tha working together by- 
verious countries with regard to the fight against terrorism,and last of all,a letter from 
René from the prison.IN total,88 pages of building blocks for international solidarity and 
resistance.An excerpt from the introduction to the brochure reads; 

"what we have here is very much incomplete,and is almost entirely defined by our experience, 
up to the present day, with regard to our actions anddiscussions.That does not mean that the 
subjects that are not included are not important.wWhat is here,is what we could get down on 
paper.A contribution that,togeather with the other pieces,shows a bit more af what is going 
on,and the way we want to carry on.We would have liked to have been able to discuss the 
contence beforehand with René,but that was impossible. The fight can only be fought with 
collectivity, those “outside"with our comrades”inside”.Within these last weeks of preperation 
and writing,you realise the necessity for collectiveness.To be able to discuss, talk,argue, 
fall apart and put things back together.It makes one stronger,it gives one the energy that 
is necessary to continue.For Ren&,the situation is differant.Here in Holland,we do not have 
a history of fighting together with political prisoners,our comrades.We are prepared to fighi 
at whatever the cost,in order that we can reach a common form because it is from lifés 
essence that we can continue the fight, regardless wether we arein” or "outside? 


From the call-up for the manifestation: 

“We in Europe,in the Netherlands who say to choose for the other side,cannot continues 
to close our eyes to what is going on. If we take the struggle against inhumane measures 
and the struggle against imperialism seriously,as we take ourselves seriously,we"ll have 
to decide amogst ourselves how we want to fight,who with, for which goals and using which l 
methods. If we dont do this,if we refuse to accept the consaquences of our written and i 
verdal solidarity,then it means that we are choosing for no parspectivg at all. ` ' 


In Rara's communiqué they've always emphasized the fact that it's not just solidarity 
with the struggle in South-Africa that counts. Rara in particular have always said that 
the logical conclusion of our solidarity is that we fight against the economic,political 
and military institutions here in the west that maintain the oppression there and here. 
That it's more important for us in the west to gather strength and to fight here in 
solidarity with many others in the world...... ; f 
In preparation . i 
During the preparation for the manifestation there were info-evenings held the week : 
before in other citys in the Netherlands by the preparatory: group. The emphasis those 

evenings was on trying to involve the local situation in the discussion as much as 

possible. In each city 20-60 people turned up who in general agreed with the analysis 

made on the splintering of the sovement and the stagnation of the discussion. Too 

much came up to discuss at once so a few citys are organising further evenings and are 

trying to give the discussion more continuity. Ther was also a lot of info on the 

latest developments,answers to questions about the proof against René,and people were 

called up to come to Amsterdam. The manifestation was held in the rocktemple of 

Amsterdam to make it be as accessible as possible. This proved to be a good choice as 
altogether 750 people from all over the country turned up,many more than expected. A 

A great support for René and a blow for the state. It received a lot of attention from 

the official media, "Rara comrades against everything" is an example of one social- 

democratic newspaper heading,whilst the reactionary papers even dared to quote a few 

things from the brochure in their reports. 
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The trial took place on Wednesday August 10 .At 6.320 in the morning the riot police 
raided the tower where René was being held prisoner in an attempt 
PEE tke eae him. Although they claimed they were looking for drugs and/or 
Renés ce was searched in particular and his def 
in detail. After this he was E O woe ets cee 
eet the raid showed that this was the first counter-revolutionary trial in the 
e z ands for a few dozen years. The action taken round the court which was cordoned 
y cops,the fact that the sollictors and the peoplein the public gallery were 
searched also helped to demonstrate this. These were all measures which up until now 
have only been carried out this once. 
From a few other West-European countrys comrades had also arrived to attend the 


es and the trial.All in all there was a full public gallery (+~ 45 people) 


THE TRIAL 


re ee eee 


the pigs. We had little choi as i ' 
a confrontation at this stage it would have paired our pluie Pacsie stacked elie tugs 
only occasionally Something was heard of what was going on inside. The first 5 hours of 
ae were taken up by the challenging of the court of being biased by the sollicitors 
eeing the repressive action that had been carried out that day. Eventually,after 4 hours 
:this was dismissed.The Only concession made was that the political 


different ways,but is all 
state(it's probably better not to tr and e i 
xplain it h 
complicated and confusing) í : E S 
The seriousness of the matter, the enormous 
been brought about and the risks to peoples 


No single other foreign terrorist group has 
a time” 


and.... 
“The fact that Makro was forced to withdraw 
blow to the state! 
Quotes from public prosecutor Van der Kerk. 
He demanded 7 years, 
eana aer left nothing of these accusations and arguments whole. Not only in 
ee cee Pha Pag E electronics engineer, but especially politically. René 
š 3 Statement is enclosed with this newslett $ 
from the Bakker-Schut collective ad atea a 
pulledthe charge juridicall d liti 
The public prosecutor was juridicall E tide cee 
y dismissed and the house Searches/rai 
demonstrated to be unlawful. "The aim w. pomp a 
à as not to solve punishable facts b t 
a nN the left political resistence. The aim is to introduce as sucothiy and noise- 
: Ss 4 as possible,a new fascist order in Europe in which multinationals and politicians 
rk se total power at the expence of normal citizens. Organizations like Rara have no 
place in this system because they show that resistence is possible." i 
a sollicitors also pointed out that the trial was a clear example of the NATO counter- 
nsurgency strategy. In the 4} hour long contention that followed this strategy and the 
declarations of thecourt,cops and justice were smashed to pieces. 


amount of damage done,the unrest that has 
lives justify a severe punishment, 
Managed to do as much damage in as. short 


from South-Africa by use of violence is a 


tené,and a few court windows were smashed. The verdict was to be in 2 weeks, 


ith regard to the extensive public attention,the est 
ablish 
‘pproach. Although : ished left wing took a reserved 


state was still the 
Indignation and anger 


‘ere dealt with internally and a lot of people got stuck somewhere around the safe point of vi 


iew that the South-African liberation struggle has to be Supported....and not much more. 


One of Rara's important statements ".....form the front here in ee eee 5) 
is too seldomly really seriously taken into considerarion.. 

In 5 places in the country 7 Shell petrolstations were sabotaged,and in Utrecht a police 
Station was attacked.René's statement was massly spread aboutimmediately the next day 
and was printed in almost all the movement's papers. 

Meanwhile 2 noise demos were held at the "Bijlmer bayes" in South Amsterdam where René 
had been transferred from one block to another ,put together with already convicted 
prisoners. His association with the prisoners from Dev Sol,a revolutionary Turkish 
organisation,had become a matter of too great concern for the prison management. 
Solidarity amongst prisoners had beenbuilt up laboriously in a system that René himself 
described as "a focus of misery and decay" 

"There have never been moments when I've lost my hunger. Moments when everyone was far 
away and the walls suddenly seemed massive. Countless moments when the small struggles 
that I'd thought to have fought and won return one at a time. You're forced every day 
in each new situation to try and create some kind of order. In such a concentrated space 
it's impossible to run away from yourself. $ P 

It's confronted me,more than outside with the incomprehensible dimension that the 
destruction of the human-being has in the west:the prison within the consciousness; 

the individualism,the loneliness and the self-destruction. I've tried to see this 
dimension in relation to my own experiences whenever possible and I've come to the 
conclusion that I've been alone for long enough not to be in love with the idea of 
collectivity. I mean this exactly as it sounds; as a choice. The choice to break down 
the prison in your own head,as one of the centres of decay and destruction. The first 
step towards collectivity as a necessary condition of our political struggle. The 

first step on a long road with no turning back." 

4 days before the verdict there were slogans painted in dozens of places in Amsterdam 
including on almost all viaducts in and around the city: René free, Rara continua or 
VIVA RARA, René free. 


FROM AN ARTICLE FROM THE PREPARATORY GROUP. 


The experiences of the last few months in the back of our heads (the demo for Frank 
Hoffman,the many noise demos) a few of us got together to think up a plan for the 

day the verdict was to be pronounced. Contrary to the day of the trial itself,on which 
we chose to let everything go very quietly,on this day we wanted to go into the 
offensive.The sentence expected would be a reason for us and others to directly express 
our rage. We wanted to avoid anyone getting arrested or wounded at the action/demo, 

so the emphasis was on staying close together. The plan was: 

Pirst,an action at the court itself (stones etc..) Because we did'nt want a confrontation 
there (seeing the number of people expected) we would withdraw together and escape froa 
the direct control of the cops as a group,to go on to carry out actions elsewhere in 
the city. We discussed a few goals and their accessibility,and with regard to practical 


- considerations we eventually chose to go to the Rokin. From our so-called 'withdrawal' 


we would cross to the Rokin via a number of allys,so that we'd have a few minutes 
headstart over the cops. This would mean that we'd have enough time to attack our action 
targets. To avoid everyone having to look for their own getaway we looked for somewhere 
where we could all end up together,and chose the university,a place that's accessible 

to everyone. Looking back at the action,it went largely according to: plan. 

With 100 people present outside,we were able to take and keep the initiative. As a direct 
reaction smashing the court windows ,withdrawing together in our time,surprising the cops 
and smashing the windows at El Al,the Amro bank,and the office of a reactionary paper. 
Of course,things also went wrong. With regard to security considerations,not everyone 
who was there knew about the plans and had to be told during the demo. This was'nt 
completely managed and because of this some people panicked a bit. This was also 

the cause of the unclear situation at the university. It had'nt been made clear before- 
hand which building we'd enter which meant that the group got split up and the pigs 

went into the building where there were only a few people (the big group in the cantine 
was left alone) and could work off their frustrations on then. 

In the future we'll have to talk more about these kinds of plans and try and find solutions. 
What was good about the action was that we carried out what we'd decided to do before- 
hand and that it showed us that it's still possible to do actions on the street and that 
we managed to keep the number of people arrested and wounded to a minimum. 
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Our estimation beforehand had been that it would be all or nothing. If the court: wanted 
to convict René it would have to feel that it was backed up strongly 
The sentence was 5 years unconditional. 

From the article from the preparatory group. 

"5 years. Of course a sentence like this comes as a blow. In Spite of what we'd guessed 
about the hard line,the political dimension,the importance for them of making an 

example of René, we'd still hoped. Apart from anger,in the first place a feeling of 
defeat dominated.But at the same time we realise that this does'nt help,that the only 
possible conclusion,the only possible answer is to pick up the thread,to carry on and 

to try and help the positive developments there have been recently, continue.Not only 

for ourselves but also for René. 

Apart from a lot of stress,we've also had a lot of good experiences recently. We've felt 
some of the strength that we can develop if we link up our struggle together,and we've. 
experienced a little of the vital process that struggle can be. We'll have to work 

very hard to give thia process some continuity and structure. The prison struggle is 
going to have to be one of the main themes. To give the slogan “Inside and outside, 

dhe struggle" we'll have to organise good communication and create atructures which 
guarantee a continual political discussion. 

The layer of dust that Holland has been basking in has been swept away.We no longer have 
to struggle to break through it.We do'nt expect any wonders from the appeal which has 
been lodged. The last thing we can do is get round the facts as they now are. We ca'nt 
avold making a comparison between our situation here and that of our neighbours. 

And that is,a development we can scarcely keep up with,which has to been seen in the 
context of the entire harmonization of Europe, l 

The night before the sentence was pronounced there was a fire attack on a Shell petrol- 
station in Rotterdam. : ; 

In Amsterdan on the same night an attack was canried out on an establishment of Philips 
Telecommunicatton by the Revolutionary Commando Pasaremos, 


~ 


COMMUNIQUE REVOLUTIONARY COMMANDO PASAREMOS. 


Last night ,23 to 24 Auguat,we carried out a fire-attack on Philips Telecommunication in 
Amsterdam. To do this we used 3 jerrycans and 2 time-delay fuses. 

PHILIPS AND THE COUNTER-REVOLUTION : 

South-Africa and "Israel" are two of the strategically very important countries for the 
imperialist West.The Apartheids régime and the Zionist project "Israel" function as 
Suarddogs in the areas concerned: 

Southerri-Africa. and the Middle-East. Two extremely reactionary régimes which have been 
Safeguarding the West's interests for years. Both of them are in possession of..a very 
Modern and well-equipped repression-apparatus which can be used on one hand to combat 
national resiatance and can Serve as an intervention and occupation force with regard to 
neighbouring countries on the other. i. oT ee 

Shell supplies the South-African represaion~apparatus with fuel and lubricants, 

Philips supplies besides Isral also South-Africa with the necessary technical equipment. 
Several facts: oes 


~ Philips supplies the South-African army and police-force with binnoculars and ignitions 
for mines. x 


- Philipa plays an active role in the security market. For military purposes such as : s 


the safeguarding of military basis',and also for the consumer market: whites who feel 
threatened in their villas and on the streets by the black uprising are arming themselves 
nore and more. ot 

- Philips most important activity in South-Africa is in the Sphere of telecommunication. 
They supply the army and police-force with walkie-talkies,telephone-equipment, telephone’ :. 
sentrals and radio transmitter and receiver equipment. 


y their presence in South-Africa and the fact that they deliver often essential and”. 
dvanced products necessary for the combating of the peoples uprising,Philipa is guilty 

f collaboration with the rascist Apartheids régime. , , 
nd ae part of the international capital which profits from and to whose advantage the 


Orldwide counter-revolution is,it it one of the objects of attack of the liberation-<! "V" 


truggle. A struggle that's being carried out in the three continents (Africa,Asia and 
atin-America) and here in the metropolys for the detirmination of our own lives and 
gainat exploitation and oppression. 


ih Ko &. 


(7) 


"E's sencarned wbout the elation and satiofaction ‘hat the saemoers of fara are going so 
DE Yeellins. We must taxe into account shat they will turn to other cempanvs ing char 
“herr success la a stimulus. Ser sthers.," 

(visser, zerrorism expert of Clingendael) 

Visser is af course nob very Car off the mark. 


The develonment of revolutionary practice,as the actions of fara, Revoiuticnary Commandos 
io Pasaran and Ina Blaue Hinein is a stimulus and a focus of orientation for 4 growing 
number ^af neople.There ls an increasing consciousness that resistance is necessary ang 
above all pessible.ind as Rara empnasized on 17 September 85: "Changes don't zome aocut 
at meetings, Changes have to be fought for. Fought for by attacking all those economic 
politieai and military institutions nere in the imperialist west,that make oppression 
here anc elsewhere possidle.This involves “he collectivity of our struggle,our oniy 
perspective and our unconditional 3olidarity with the black revolutionary strusgie in 
South-Africa, that has must be fought so bleodily.Support the revolution in South-Africa 
and ‘orm the front in West-Europe." 


We see ‘his action as an expression of our will and detirminstion to continue the struggle. 
2 chia t | l í : oe 

in spite of the attempts made by the state to punish one of us ‘for ail the militant 

actions wnich have been carried out during the last few years. 


The action taken by justice and the police on 11 April nas worked as a cataliser for the 
develooment of an authentic revolutionary process nere, 

7 Or,as sur comrade René put it in court: 
"Not Rara was brought out of anonimity on 11 April,dut the contours of a new political 
movement..ith this action we want to link up with the development of a political counter- 
Force. We tall everyone up to rise up against the patriarchal imperialist structures and 
for LIBERATION 


RENE. RCEMESSHA 
HvB de Schouw 
HJE Wenckenbachweg 46 
paviljoen i, cell 10 


FRANK HOFFMAN 
HvB Den Bosch 
St Jorisstraat 31 


5211 HA DEN BOSCI 1096 AN AMSTERDAM 


HOLLAND ray 
Revolutionary Commando Pasaremos HOLUAND 


Show your solidarity with René and Frank by writing to these Fe 
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Freedom for René and Frank Hoffman 
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yo RENE MOETV 
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we. T O | ee, 


BASIC DEFENCE NOTES, RENE. (io 
(10) 
With regard to the criminalistic fac: 
the ninalist cts, enough has already been said, i have i 
Ms ee ao want to go into the background,which for the RARA ede se 
asaran would have formed the motive to carry out the attacks which Aen a 
in the prosecution. i a u a 
During my illustrationof these motiv i 
llus es, and my interpretation of these, it wil come 
foie it is not to be expected that with this process,an era has CSR i : 
Reis ed shall certainly not be the last political prisoner Resistance is alee 
eee Bas regis pets actions being carried out against SHELL, which a 
F re overtime work for van de Kerk*and his L.C.T* ‘boys! 
iets eget area Grows with the day,and the most important Ee eas Sa the 1 
mor > en + more and more people have c t i i ; ea 
Te formed by resistance can form a parspectiven A AE 
1S5 1S one of the merits of the RARA, thev hav , i 
f Ì + ? y e shown that resistance i i hi 
a time, showing the failure of the state, The a ae ee 
ua in of keel DOH ies scare ved back into their shells.However. in ee j 
l : ut a re-enlivement of the process of discussio at 
process is far more important than this process here today,but seeing that reas 


It wi ; , F 
ri CEE oe with the struggle of the RARA and commandos such 
ARAN, veiw the attacks r i ivi 3 
z aii ligitimacy for me is beyond a pere EA E a, 
sensible person could have any doubts concerni : i iti 
. ning this legitimacy.What's a si i 
en compared to all the blood that has been shed within the black kounahipa? eon on 


ng 


It is however not the 1 i 
: 1 egal order that is shocked, but th iti 
economical and military interests of the western world, In this a e e A y 


And . . . s 
Ak pet ee eles along with many others,when i saw the fallen mouths of Fent 
hgh ra orthals Altes,when after they were informed of the fires,cried bl rs 
; ause of the beastly characters of those that carried out the attacks Baines 
le for 00,000 guilders is only a trifle when compared = 
what the imperialistic west is sucking out of the three continents* I ae te ae i. 
Saaremaa a which only a small part has been represented i 
R eee a a in S.Africa is what the struggle in Vietnam was 
; ʻā Catalyst.A struggle in which the moral indianati 
a > > i 
are being transposed into a political consciousness.Shame is a peyoluciona @ eacig 


bl y ; ae ; 
a Riga ote A imperialist alliance of racism and colonialism with capitalism 
een north and south,and without the imperialist support of the west the 


Mie ae the much feilds of history, 


"À + . Pin . 

Faia a ee i obsolete colonial reminence,more than a feeling of white 

nets ee A eine isa system of laws and repressionaimed at giving the -white- 
g maj y all the possibilities nessasary to exploit the black majority as 


effectively as possible, thus enabling profits,as large as possible, to be made.Aparthei-¢ 


is i . ; ; 
ere n a beastlike, it has however, for a long time, been incredibly 

5 an A a ae as of a neo-colonial capitalistic system," 
PA RUN aiter the attack on the MAKRO i i a 5 : 

: afte : e in Duivendrecht, S x 1985 
sage e Se a that differs from the one in the oe ee 
he it.Apartheid is the lens,throuah which i 
a micro cosmos,a revelation of what wester iety aes uses R E ace 
na TSE raat acpi aN sern society really is’ Quote from Cedric Mayson, 
Whith ‘this apartheid is brought back 
ip maintained: the imperial west. 
aie i Se ise oat ois specifically in Holland that can shirk this respon 

F +n Silent is to concede,and in i i ible a 
least, of compliance in passive genocide. Hi et ee ies 


pean ae 
tO it s origin,and to the place from where it's 


3 


"Your passivity serves aniy tc 


(u) 


Yeu know well 


to alace you in the ranks sf tha opsressor3. 
enough that we are exploiters. You know too, that we rave laid hands on first cha geld 
ang metals, then the petroleum of the "new continents”, and that we have oroyght them 
back to the old countries. This was not without excellent results, our paiaces, our 
cathedrals, and our great industrial cities are witness to ‘his, and then, when there 
wes the threat of a slump, the colonial markets were there to saften or divert the blow. 
Crammed with riches, Europe accorded the human status je jure to its inhatitants. 

For us, to be a man is to be an accomplice of colentaiism, since all of us, without 
exception, have profited by colonial exploitation.” 

According to jean-paul sartre, in the preface of “The wretcned 3f the earch” by Frantz 
Fanon. 

Sartre wrote this preface in 1961, a period in which tne decalcntisation 3 
to assume a more bloodier form and within whicn, the suropean Sourgeois s 
more and more uneasy at the sight of all this violence. 

For those that think this quote is out of date, that the present world looks more reason- 
able: a disillusion, the economical reorganisation and the politjcal and military conse- 
quences of it, are very well comparable to these in 1981. Algeria now is South Africa. 
Vietnam now is Palestine. Cuba is Nicaragua. for the population in the thres continents, 
history is repeating itself and however the colour of the skin af many necional alitas, 
has adapted itself, it’s still the US, Europe and Japan thet pull the strings. 

And this in close cooperation with multinationals such as Shell, Unilever, Philips, and 

af ccurse the SHV. 

Certain differences between tha sixties and the aighties are the mechanisms af colonial 
politics. Exploitation has shifted from bilatgral colonialism into neo-cclenialiam 
between alliances. 

When Kurt Lindijer writes, in a liberal-conservative national newspaper on August Sth: 
“Most of the fire hearths on the. african continent find their origin in a disproportionate 
division of power", he makes himself guilty of falsifying history. The fira hearths of 
Africa are determined by famine and repression. The truth is that all the fire hearths 

in the middle east and africa find their origin in the european colonial and neo-colonial 


politics. 
All western states, without exception, are the culprits of passive and active genocide 


in the 3rd world war. 

“I tell you that the 3rd world wer has already started - a quiet war Sut therefor 
no less sinister. This was is tearing apart Brasil, latin America and practically, 
the complete third world. Instead of soldiers, children are dying in this war, 
instead of the destruction of bridges we now see the dismantling of factories, 
hospitals and total economies. It’s the war of foreign debts, interest payments 
being the most important weapon". 

Luis Ignacio da Silva, LULA, murdered brasilian trade union leader. 

The debt burden which the IMF, Worldbank, Club of Paris, OESO has hung around the neck 
of the countries on the three continents, is one aspect of this involvement in the 3rd 
world war. The other aspect is the phenomenen of armed opposition: the counter revolutio- 
naries, organised and armed by the west, in Angola, Mozambique and Nicaragua. 

Hollands strictly one-sided aid to the so-called peaceful opposition in countries such as 
South Africa, contrasts violently against the blood baths that are brought about with 

the help of weapons of allies, united states and in the case of SA the help to the regime 
of ally Israel as well. 

But of course, Holland doesn't want a revolution, as Desmond Tutu was told only recently, 
Holland wants a world wida alliance of parliamentary democracies, and this has however 
got little to do with real democracy, all the more with cosmetics. 

People like Fulca van Aurich® and Klaas de Jonge* should realise what the naning is of 
the monstrous alliance which they want to conclude with the state and industrial life 
all the time. They want to unite the incompatible, to build up a peaceful co-existence 
between themselves and the state and industrial life. Desperately they dig for the last 
pieces of moral consciousnes within the opponent. They ask tha wolf to look after the 
sheep. A wolf in sheep's clothing. However moral indignation alone, over tha systematic 
active and passive genocide is no political conception, it offers no prospact to a strong 


and coherent resistance. 
"With our actions we 
and imperialism, to 


in the Netherlands. 
Seeing that, in the fight for freedom in SA, the United States and Europe are 


parts of the problem, freedom in SA is part of the solution for everyone who 
wants revolutionary change. 


truggia started 
tarced to “gel 


want, especially now, to call on everyone fighting apartheid 
extend the struggla against the properties of those companies 


(13) 


These consequences are expressed Sotn in the sharpening north-south contradiction, and 3n 
It is possible to support that Tight and to break through the censorship. (12) the level of the contradiction ín this country: the one between state and society. 
eo ee . T shew Sur solidarity; the anly way of doing that Concerning the Latter I would, in this context, like to go into ~cre details. 
that maintain repression ea oe eee military and aconomic structures -It means 3 landslide santa nsa an the methods of producticn anz the relations of 
According to RARA, after the attack on the Makro-Ouivendrecht, this time on Dec. 16, "96, ce a a on forget, is that the rssrganisation of the 
Se same note is struck in the three continents. The message is not to be misunderstood Italian economy brought about circumstances of lacour, that maxe one think of 
or every radical and revolutionary and so also holds good for the established solidarit, nineteenth century England: 16-hours working days; very low wages, often an the 
movements: - 7 basis of pieces wages; dangerous and unhealthy labour circumstances, without any 
"Finally I would k £ welfare facilities.” 
workers navenants E ar ee ee between the international This axplains how it was possible for Olivetti-director de Senedeczi to get so much money 
either we agree on the fact that there is a Seaman thee oe one or the other: at leisure that he could take over the “Ganegrale”-corpration in 3eizium: intensified 
imperialism, or we deny it. If it's true -and e thi St in the struggle against exploitation of male and female workers in Italy, besides the super profits thet were already 
does exist and that it has the aim t verything points out that imperialism | realised through exploitation of the three continents. 
to the repression of freedom mover at para the working class around the world, next Swasti Mitter gives a further completion: 
to fight together. { a ents in the underdeveloped countries- that we have “especially female ethnical minorities offer the advantage of ‘third world 
sas ou will have to decide for yourselves whether you see labour forces’ in the heart of the first world.” fu 


peaceful co-existence (with imperialism) as a form of struggle or whether you don't. 


what we do expect of you without any ado, is that the general strategy and the tact: As to the dutch situation you could add that the so-called ‘third world labour forces’ 


a struggle never get interchanged.” Sss will be driven into the informal economy of illegal sweat-shops in the coming years. 
car Cabral from Guinea. They are being denied a normal existence bezause of the many illegalising measures. 

Th Control of permits-to-stay at the place of thg employers; the closing of the meshes 5 
se E adie Prue yenaa points out what the difference is between solidarity a ih the gotabanes Pr : ” 
solidarity movanehte Gag eae Hea ghee ee ee solidarity. The establishes And the last mentioned examples are a direct consequence of the european unification: 
of joining the howling of the criminalis ie shame a revolutionary quality in stead domination through control of the inhabitants, a strategic aid in the the internal pacifica- 
don't, they will make the same historic aah ee Korthals Altes. If they tion for when the borders are finally opened up, or better: removec to the appartments and 
the wrong allies. S vhe Vietnam movement mada, by choosing houses, to the social services, etcetera. 
Politica solidarity, solidarity as a conception of struggle, means to pose the problem - A landslide in the political system: the mobilisning of fascist, racist and sexist ten- 


the revolution inside the heart of the beast. And here the words from Sartre get an dencies. A field in which this clearly comes out is the so-callled refugee policy of the 
A acca character. The crisis of the seventies has, for a large part, been moved state. The policy of the state towards migrants from the three continents is a point of 
ae a ie easel of the three continents. This resulted in 4 stream of migrants that intersection of racism, sexism, colonialism and neo-colonial politics, and these contra- 
cleve the status of human beings inside crammed Europe, but initially that of dictions sharpen themselves under the umbrella of european unification. The politics of 
oreign workers (in dutch: "guest workers”, FI), later that of economical refugee the state towards migrants is determined by a mingling of economical and political motives. 
(read: profiteer), subsequently to recieve the title of unwanted and redundant at this Hereby the state consciously makes usa of racist and sexist tendencies within society, 


moment * and there where these are latent, the stata mobilises them. This is a complex procass of 
The huge industrial cities, the metropoles, which Sartre saw, were, with their pollution which the political mechanisms can only be understood on the field of the ideology-critics. 
and herd work, transferred to the countries, where poverty is so overwhelming, that labo E But before doing so, first we have to outline a few margins: 
isn’t worth anything. In 1974 the permanently instabila capitalism finds itself in its i - Why doas the state use criminalisation- and marginalisation-tactics towards the migrants? 
20th recession and in the first world-wide post-war crisis. A new phase of development of | - Why dogs the state, with all power, try to prevent that these migrants even only reach 
imperialism comes into operation. ai Holland? Most consulates and embassies already deny visa to possible migrants. 
Van Wachum®, Oekker*, Lubbers*, Ruding*, they call it the third industrial revolution - The KLM” is being made responsible for the transport of migrants whose papers are suppo- 
which can only come to full growth in a ‘europe of the citizen’. E sedly not completely in order or, who come from a country for which the dutch borders 
The revolutionary command NO PASARAN calls the international reorganisation as the driving , | are already closed. Even if they do reach Holland, they are thrown into camps and prisons. 
force behind the eurcpean unification: g k Once their request to stay has been refused, then they will find themselves in an airplane 
"The origin ' . on the way out of the country, two minutes after the verdict. 
scchcay in ths aaen ee ae began with the crisis of the world a The Marechaussee* checks the airplane before the passengers are out of it. 
anti-imperial revolutionary (sce GE a e of anti-colonial se Very obviously the state has not succeeded in convincing the majority of the dutch people 
military interventions and the installatio Ra rd" world, led to increased . ` that migrants don't belong here. Otherwise Korte van Hemel’ wouldn’t have been so timidly 
ħas to lead to a faster transformation f ns of dictators. This intervention policy 4 ' of getting the migrants into contact with us 'Dutch cheeseheads’. 
formation towards societies founded oe se ba lait and pre-capitalist society-  ’ This reaches one of the fundaments of the so-called western democracies: 
also for the west, brought about social ea Pet ae (...) The crisis has Ç.: the legitimation of the politics of the dominant class cannot only be enforced with 
society. (...) The post-war capltsiietic ae ak F nfo~ and communication violence. That legitimation has to be bought - as was the casa with the welfare state - 
pushed aside. The neo-right took » Capitalism with a human interest, was | or to be realised by setting up smoke-screens ta hide the real objectives of that 
nisation (Thatcherism ha : tedden id for the carrying out of the reorga- dominant class. 
eee Na aN a PetEs.) ‘ Here it’s about who has the ideological hegemony. Who's got control over censorship, has 


the possibility to distract tha general attention away from the real problems, for instance 
in the case of the migrants. Who’s got tha ideological hegemony, has the possibility to 
maintain the silence which has to suffocate the stories about repression and exploitation, 


ae an unstoppable speed a dream is being realised. One united Europe: where the histary 
of Europe failed, the reoraganisation will have to succeed. What two world wars and one 
cold one didn’t do, will have to succeed after a small intimata party of Helmut Schmidt 


Se d'Estaing. A monstrous alliance with an historical load. The previous coalition’ coming from the three continents. 
ce s size perished in 1945. But in part history is repeating itself: the same forces An example: 
at started the monstrous alliance in those days -Krupp, Siemens, Daimler-Benz, AEG- i The <Stevanbeke'-effect. 


Stevenbeke is one of the hamlets that were chosen by Eelco Brinkman’ to serve as reception 
village for migrants. According to Eelco Brinkman Holland couldn't handla tha “huge flood” 
what does thi of migrants anymore, and so a policy of spreading had to be startad up. 
arief space chat cclese dee ee = much ta deal with within this Stevenbeks was chosen as reception village, by the state. The setty-bourgeois population 

, e size of a conservative revolution, on, 
the drastic economical, political, military and juridical consequences. Pena ah Ree ENE BE CDT Ya NIGER CDM ee RORRENAE QUO HAE tere EARRA 


have now amalgamated themselves with Phili 
ps, Fiat, Thomson, 
aa Sgn le a rca n, British Aerospace, Dassault 


All the existing prejudices were spewed out in the national media, however were countered 
nowhere. After this the so-called 'problem' of the migrants was put to other small 
and of course also they feared the loss of their rural cultural identity and crowded 
together as wall. The resistance which was evoked by the stationing of migrants in smal] 
villages, then was used by Korte van Hemel as a new argument to refuse even more migrants, 
Holland is supposed to be “full”, evan though the facts say differently, Holland having 
one of the lowest percentages of migrant-inhabitants of Europe. 

However on such a moment no-one asks that Question: the question about the rightness of 
the provided information. All of Holland jumped on Stevenbeka: the Right agreed on the 
refusal of the hamlet; the Left was shocked by the racism. The population of Stevendeke 
was shocked when anti-racists confronted them with their points of view and painted 
slogans on the streets of their little village. 

The state used the resistance of the people from Stavenbeke to push a political interest. 
Namely the interest of putting a sanitary belt around Europea, within the scheme of the 
european unification. However at that moment, this aim was carefully kept silent. 

When after a few weeks the 'Vrij Nederland’ (mild left wing weekly) published a list of 
cities and villages that did want to take up migrants, nobody connencted the existence of 
this list with the question why Stevenbeke had been chosen as reception village. It was 
chosen for the same reason as, on a previous occasion, Dodewaard was chosen to serve as 
the location for a nuclear plant. In the case of Dodewaard, because the loyal population 
wouldn't quickly come into resistance against a nuclear plant; Steveanbeke was chosen 
becéuse it would come into resistance if the village would be extended by half of the 
complete population. This mobilisation of petty-bourgeois fears by the state, had to make 
the problem of migrants a public problem, instead of a state problem. 


This is one example of the application of a mechanism of the t.v.-democracy. An example 
in which the economical aims of tha ruling class is hidden behind an ideological smoke 
screen, A political mechansim which is characteristic for the process of rule in the West. 
The truth is revolutionary and should only be administered by driblets, or to be covered 
up either completely or partly. The lie, and the half-truths are pillars on which the 
western bourgeois democracies are based. It is the psychological warfare. ` 

An ideological intervention to prevent the migrants to be able to tell their story. 

This is all about the control over the collective repressing of shame, for shame is a 
revolutionary feeling and the repression of it a product of ideological struggle. Since 


(ie 


villages 


4 


time immortal, the dutch ideological hegemony has been in the hands of the christian petty- 


bourgeois moralists, only now and then contested by the liberals on the Right and by the 
social democrats on the other side. 

Who controls the collective repression, controls the picture of reality, and controls and 
manipulates the process of estrangement. 

It’s necessary for the Rudings, the Lubbers, Korthals Altes, the Wisse Dekkers, that the 
population believes in the existence of an economical crisis, the necessity for cuts in 
expenses, that foreigners are criminal and that all addicts and gays have AIDS and spread 
it as well; that the unemployed are parasites. 

In Marcuse’s words the control and manipulation of the collective repression is: 

"the control of the unhappy consciousness". As long as there is someone below you on the 
social pyramid, you're able to keep your self-respect by pushing the underlying a little 
extra. i i : 

The state uses the “unhappy consciousness” to mobilise the open and latent racist tenden- 
cies into the right direction. 


In the recent past public prosecutors have baen apt to manage problems at will by the 
above-mentioned method. Release rapists, and thus creating a lot of social unrest. 

And then using this social unrest as a means of pressure against an unwilling political 
or juridical power, to solve the so-called shortage of cell space. . 
However the figures on criminality are a political datum. They ars not based on statistics 
but on political priorities, the definition of criminality is a political definition. 


The above-mentioned political mechanisms, which the state and the ruling class use to 
reach their aims in a concealed way as long as possible, was called the mechanism of the 
passive revolution by the Italian revolutionary Gramsci. 

As shown before this is not about the full acceptation by the population of all the 
political aims of Lubbers and co. It's about putting the population under pressure and 
bringing them into-confusion, enough to push through reforms and reorganisations, without 
too much resistance at one time: the famous salami-tactic of the state as it was used 
with the "broad public discussion"® about nuclear energy and the modernisation decision 
to station 46 nucleat missiles {in Holland, FI). | 

By the way, Gramsci developed this conception of passive revolution as an analytical 
instrument to explain why the Italian fascism was so popular amongst the men and women 
from the working class and the women from the middle class. 


+ 


Ò, 


The migrants policy as it is being executed by the Dutch state, in connection with the (15) 
other candidates for the internal market, is also evoking other historical comparisons, 

In an article in "Hervormd Nederland” (progressive christian weekly], called “the struggle 
against the non-paying/unreminerative poor continues", the witness-expert Ralph Syring, 
who is present as well, wrote about an investigation into the aconomical basis and 
economical theories of nazi-dascism. In this article he quoted the following from a study 
of Suzanne Heim and Götz Aly: 

"After the nazis had burnt numerous documents in the beginning of 1945, the systematic 
connection betwean the economical modernisation and the murdering of mostly super- 
fluous people was thrust upon us.” 

Anno 1988 this sentence would be as follows: 

“The systematic connection between the economical reoragnisation and the deportation 

and starving of mostly superfluous people was thrust upon us.” 


In this case the superfluous are the non-western asylum seekers] People that took the 
stap of moving to those places where their riches were dragged away to, which primarily 
has to be seen as an act of resistance. In the framework of the economical reorganisation 
and european unification, these people are forced’ to return to famine and repression. 
This can only be explained as one of the farms of passive genocide. Firstly because the 
sconomies in the three continents are fully dependant of the western-dominated world 
market. The dutch involvement in this has been proved by the fact that it is seated in all 
the bodies which organise that passive genocide: the IMF, the Worldbank, the European 
Community, the Club of Ten, the Club of Paris and the OESO. At the same time Holland is 
also seated in all organisations that repress the population in tha three continents, 

if they revolt against the economical and political order: NATC and its western european 
extension, the West European Union. And this is a proven involvement in one of the forms 
of active genocide. 


Another field in which Holland is activley taking part, is bringing about famines, in 
desert forming, and a sexist population politic, is the role that it has in the develop- 
ment of gene technology and ergonomics: tha obtainment of control over growth and birth; 
the production of lifelin all its aspects. 
That’s the underlying stream of the international reorganisation of today. 
Heim and Aly: 
"It has consequences for the question about whether something like population science 
which analyses and wants to change, a population on its qualitative and quantative 
composition, should be allowed to exist or whether one should principally refuse it 
as being inhumane.” 
The continental European population and development politics of the nazis in the thirties 
until 1945, were immediately after, at tha conference of Bretton Woods, changed into an 
intercontinental population and development politic. 
Once more Heim and Aly: 
"However when we do want to learn something from what the Germana and what the German 
state have brought about, then of course we will also have to try to acknowledge the 
structures the patterns of thought and the motives with which this happened.” 


When, on the Sth of May 1989, you think you have defeated fascism for the fourty fourth 
time, you would do goad to remain silent for an extra 45 minutes. One minute for each year 
for you to realise yourself that the foundations of fascism have never been defeated: the 
patriarchal family under capitalistic relations with a racist ideology. They only underwent 
a cosmetic changal 

It’s not without cause that until this very day top-nazi economists and politicians sre 
still active and you're exceptionally naive, if you think that these are only exceptions. 


The political mechanism of the passive ravolution has grown into an indispensable instru- 
ment for the dutch state, to be able to cope with the crisis of legitimation which has 
been build up in the last years of cuts in expenditure, reorganisations, modernisations, 
rationalisations, etcetera, etcetera. It's a weapon to guarantee the internal safety. 

And the enforcement of the internal safety is the only method thet the state has, to avert 
the constantly threatening political crisis of the system. The last few years have shown 
a series of these almost-crises: 

The threatening violenca of the "city war’ in 1980/81°. 

The narrowly controlled crisis with regard to the resistance against nuclear energy. 

The “broad public discussion”"had to save this situation. 

And the latest example is the peace movement, however the state didn't climb out of this 
crisis on its own. Lubbers can thank Gorbatsjov for that. 

During the last ten years, the repressive tolerant welfare state, which was still able to 
buy off the resistance by allowing marginal changes and improvements, has developed into 
an authoritarian, parliamentary democracy. 


emmm nt Pree On ECR owte se at 


You could call it a form of middle class Jictatarship. (16) 
n any case a democracy in which the interests of male and female workers, female Nomeworkers, 
orkers on piece money schemes, migrants, homeless, unemployed, etceters, are not representas 
nymore. 

n the present internationalisatison of relations, a welfare 
Jemonstrations don't have any influence". This is 3 recent 
arian. When he was asked what did have effect, he answered: 
ast". In other words, only the individualised misery sould 
f the authoritarian democrats. 

ne immunity of collective action - whether 
alf of it against apartheid - expresses the 
Idividualism is the new motto. 

1 the near future anti-parliamentarism will gain in meaning and substance. 
3formist strategy to lift the next clowns into a seat in parliament, but to give a renewed 
antent to the conception: diract democracy. The gap which falls between the traditional f 
terest organisation of the welfare state and the “free play of the market economy” of the 
i-called withdrawing government, has to be filled. 

iether reason for the interest of anti-sarliamentarism is: the process of the slow 

2olition of the arivalt corporation of Holland and the fusion with the Europe Ltd., is an 
-reversible process. 

1@ future of more and more People gets decided from the offices of multinationals, which 
ibsequently hand out their principle decisions to Brussels.‘ ; 
iis points out another level of the entrance of so-called “third world relations”, 1! 
imely the principle that people don’t have any influence with regard to decision making ! 
tymore. In definition the European unification is an anti-democratical process. 

w long will Lubbers, Ruding, Dekker, de Bruyne”, Loudon" and so. go on thinking they can 
91l averyone by their quacking and bleating bout the "citizen's Surape"? Already now it's 
ear that it’s a “Europe for particular citizens”, into which some sociological categories i 
: pecpla-will not be allowed to count themselves. European unification means the intro- 
ction of a Evropean variant of apartheid. 
‘ternationalism will be an indispensable part of the same anti-parliamentarism. Primarily 
cause the exploitation and repression are organised from here. Secondly because revolutio- 
ry struggle in the three continents is part of the solution. 
ropean unification is a step further onto the third world war and in that sense part of 
@ problem. 
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state doesn’t fit anymore. 
statement made by a parliamen- 
"An individual approach works 

5e able to perturb the hearts 


it bde hundreds of thousands for peace, or anly 
political corruption of parliamentary democracy, 


Not as 3 


short these are a few consequences of the international reorganisation and european 
ification. A unification which in the first place, has to be seen as a new stage, a new 
ont of the imperialism and an internal front. 

e third world war is also being fought against tha resistance inside Europe: the internal 
ace of the different countries is a life necessity for the ruling class to carry through 
a reorganisation. An internal peace which can no longer rest on social democratic consent 
dels, however is turning into a more and more public was against the internal enemy: 
non~-declared war against addicts, migrants, wage-dependants and political resistance, 
@ revolutionary viclence of the RARA is turning itself against the international front, 
ainst the ones that finance it here in western Europe and profit from it. 
a revolutionary violence of NO PASARAN is turnig itself against the internal front. 
“ever both forms are an expression of social defence against the attacks af the capitalist * 
stem on the existence of people on the three continents and on the right and possibility 
exist of people of the so-called inderclass in Europe. 


*s not the RARA that was dragged out of anonymity on April 11, but the contours of a new 
litical movement. e. 
novemant which sees reality in a total coherence and which will not be impressed by the 
reats of Korthals Altes or De Wit". 
ly a few words have been said, it's a beginning of a discussion about anti-fascism, anti- 
sism, anti-sexism and anti-imperialism. 
must have been for these reasons that, on Sept. 17, 1985, RARA stated the following: 
"There lies the togetherness of our struggle, our only perspective and our unconditional 
solidarity with the black revolutionary struggle in South Africa that has to be fought 
for with so much blood. 
Support the revolution in South Africa 
and form the front in Western Europe.” | 
3 call-up ta come to a political counter force, by a process of revolutionary practical ; 
uggla and front forming seems to be a concrete expression of this. f 
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EXPLANATION OF NAMES: 


- van de Kerk: public prosecutor in this case 


- LCT: National Coerdiantion Squad; special police team founded in the beginning of '87 
against politically motivated actions. 


- Fentener van Vlissingen: family, owner of the SHV, mother company of the MAKRO; 
one of the richest dutch families since the industrial revolution 


- SHV: mother company of the MAKRO, important multinational in Holland 
~ Frits Korthals Altes: minister of Justice 


- Fulco van Aurich: spokesman of the official anti-apartheid movement in Holland; 
more often he distance himself from militant actions like the Shell- 


campaign or the ones by the RARA, even when he wasn't asked for an 


opinion, z 


- Klaas de Jonge: dutch man who supported tha ANC inside SA, but had to escape, subsequently 
spending about two years in the dutch embassy in SA before he was allowed 
to return to Holland. As far as the struggle and militant solidarity in 
Holland is concerned, he didn’t make a choice in the interviews he gave 
after his return. 


van Wachum: president director of Shell 


Dekker: former president of Philips, driving force behind the European round table 
conferences of industrialists, nowadays he's an advisor of the government on 
public health and high-technology. 


Lubbers: prima minister of Holland 


t 


Ruding: minister of Finances, vice-chairman of the interim committe of tha IMF 
Philip Mattera: Italian journalist 
Swatsi Mitter: English aconomist 


KUM: royal dutch airlines company 


Marechausee: military (organised) police, guarding the borders, 
family. 


Korte van Hemel: minister of state of the ministry of Justice, 
refugge policy 


Eelco Brinkman: minister of welfare, public health and culture, 
housing and reception of refugees 


embassies and the royal 


responsible for the dutch 


responsible for the 


~ city war of '60-'81: descrition of a period in which the squatters movement was strong 
and street fights in especcially Amsterdam snd Nijmegen were. 
regular and heavy. TY a 


- broad public discussion: dailed state project to obtain a so-called good and honest view 
of the wide resistance against nucleat energy in Holland by 
organising discussion evenings throughout the country. Used as 
legitimation for the politics towards nuclear energy. ` 


- de Bruyne: top functionary in several dutch, 
banks. 


- Loudon: enormous powerful dutch family, with functions in several important international 
financial organisations and multinationals such as AKZO, SHELL, AMRO-bank, 
Heineken, Hoogovens, SHV,... 


- de Wit: spokesperson of the public prosecution in the district of Amsterdam 


english and american multinationals and 
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The following article has already been printed in many alternative magasines here in 
Holland and we at Frontline feel that our comrades in other countries should be given 
the chance to read it as well.Who knows ,maybe it will bring about some more "movement" 
against SHELL. 


IT’S SHELL AGAIN........ 

An international boycott of South Africa. 

In the past few months,very little attantion has been given towards isolating $.A.,in 
support of the struggle for freedom for the black majority.On the 24th of February,this ° 
year,the S.A. regime “shutdown” 17 political organisations,including the U.O.F. and the 
COSATU.This has infact helped to raise once more the issue of a Possible boycott ,that is 
to say an effactive boycott of South africa. i 
The resistence in S.A.has been calling for years for an international boycott.The ANC, 
seas such a boycott as a positive addition to the freedom strugle,and also as a sign of 
solidarity.An effective boycott can shorten the struggle against apartheid,and also 
restrict the economical damage, the destruction of land and the suffering of tha black 
population immensely. 

APARTHEID ANO ECONOMIC INTERESTS. 

Apartheid is a legal weapon,that makes it possible for the black majority to be exploited 
andsuppressed,with the use of whatever means necessary. ( such as: violence, arrests, de- 
portations and forbidding political organisations). Apartheid protects the economic wealt 
of both the white majority and foreign investors. Apartheid robs the black people’s of 
all human rights. Aprox 26 million people are not permitted to go, stand or live where 
they chose. They are only allowed to go where the anterprised need them. The struggle 
against apartheid is, amongst other things a struggle against the racist white minority 
in S.A. Their position can be weakened by boycotting them economically, politically, so- 
cially militarily, diplomatically, culturally, in sports etc. 

Along side the racist thinking and dealing of most of the white S- africans, are the eco- 
nomic interests of entrepeneurs that form the most important reasons that apartheid still 
prevails. For example in 1981, the average profit margin on investments in S.A. was the 
highest within the western world, namely 9%. 

The enforcement of an effective economic boycott entails: 
~ that in name, the western companies would be forbidden to collaborate and to profit 
from apartheid. : 
~ that (S.A.) companies would no longer be able to export their produce of apartheid. 


Co- operation between companias and the S.A. government. 


A practical, affective boycott has yet to come off the ground. Western ventures together 
with the S.A. government do all that is possible to prevent a boycott, and to block the 
black resistence. They seek ways to dodge and avoid. Shell has had lots of experience 
with regar- to this. From the end of "75, the general assembly of the United nations and 
the organisation of african unity have called for an ail boycott of S.A. In the period 
between "79- "82, 23 Shell tankers were discovered, and together they had transported 
4,5 million tons of raw crude oil to S.A. These oil deliveries are of great importance 
to S.A. as S.A. has no oil of its own. 

The isolation does not only have a psycological effect, as for example with the sport 
boycott. THe S.A. apertheidregime has also economic interest htat rely on S.A. not being 
isolated from the rest of the world. If investments are no longer possible in S.A., and 
if S.A. is no longer able to export, a great deal of it’s income would disappear. Along < 
side this, technological knowledge is extremely vital for S.A. to keep it's economy tur- 
ring. This know- how is mostly delivered by foreign companies + universitys. For example 
via the know- how from Shell, S.A. is able to extract gas from coal. Phillips delivers, 
amongst other things, computers to the repression apparate. 


Yo words but economic pressures, 


In therecent past, some companies with operations in S.A. have also spoken out against 
che apartheid system. They put the blame on the political aparoach (the apartheid system) 
“er the increase in resistance by the black population, such as strikes + produce boycott: 
‘he profits have fallen, in part due to the resistance. The capital sector wants-a health, 
investment climate. That is to say that they would like to keep in tact the current work- 
selations ( read: the current exploytation of the black population) and want only to see 
she political approach changed. The capital sector does not view the aconomic- relations 
18 one of the causes of the conflict. 

Ine of the people that shares this view is L.C. van Wachem the president director os Shel} 


t 
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In an interview, he axplained why Shell is against apartheid: “ and lascly, it comes 

as 3 practical recomendation, that as I see it, asartheid is economically ununitaole 

with a free market acono-y, running as zffecianct:y 3s possible. With this motto, Shell 
has commenced talks with the government in S.A. 

Tha S.A. government, if not put under real pressure, is not going to anange the political 
relationship. Every attempt to discus this issue has, up to now, has coma te 3 dead end. 
The apartheid regime tries to calm the political atmosphere for the companies and for 
itself by trying to dreak the resistance with either weapens or laws. Tre most recent 
example of this was on 24/ 2 / “88, all peaceful resistance was silenced. Another method 
is making Slack fight against black, comrades against vigilantes, and the U.O.F, against 
the Inkatha. 

Even the director of Shell in S.A., Mr J.R. Wilscn, agree’s that the time for talks, see- 
med to have been passed. Shell stays in S.A. because they are still sole to make a profit. 
With regard to the S.A. government it is impossitle to discuss the possible abolishment 
or apartheid. This has to ba forced, under the pressure of a Doycott. Something similar 
occured Setween the end of "85 and the start of "36. The international banking world re- 
fused ta lend money any longer to the apartheid’s regime. Consiquntiy, the S.A. currency, 
the rand, collapsed and panic broke out within the white community. President Botha reac- 
ted Sy lifting off the state of amergency- measures, and 2ecame busy Oracering for “refor- 
mation” to be brought in to the picture. However as soon as this threat was eased and 
other sanction measures ( namely from the US) proved to be ineffective or incomplete, 
Botha quickly reinstatted the state of amergency measures and Botha did not even mutter 

" reform”. It is high time that an effective, realistic boycott is realised. 


The campaign against Shell. 


Tha last few years, Shell has become the target of a world- wide campaign, the aim of 
hich is to put an and to Shell’s precence in S.A. Still further, an end must be made of 
the deliverance of gil and technological know- how to the apartheid steta. 
In order to reach this goal, a world- wide campaign was started, encouraging Shell share 
holders, large + small to sell their shell- stock. This campaign has had a lot of effect 
and influence apon Shell, combined in a image- damage that has formed a threat to the 
Shell profit margin. 
Shell is not going to leave S.A. voluntarily, the investments in S.A., between 1981- 85 
rose from 430.000.000 rand to + 1 billion rand. After Mobil oil, Shell is the second 
largest investor in the apartheidstate. 
Shall has already felt the boycott breathing down it’s neck, and as a reaction to this, 
a special advertising company was hired in, Pagan International. Pagan has developed a 
strategy for Shell to remain in S.A. while losing as little ” skin” as possible, This 
new strategy was among other things necessary because the argument: that companies, 
through their presence in S.A. can put pressure on the apartheid state, has become a 
farce, due to the way that the state has intwined itself within these companies. 
The new strategy consists of 2 parts: 
- Firstly, it shows how Shell can divide or influence potential opponents in Europe + 
America. 
- Secondly how Shell can ” s811” it’s presenca in S.A. 
As a result of the anti- Shell campaign, it has become clear which particular functions 
Shell is involved in, with regard to keeping the apartheid- state in check, and thus 
it’s profits. Pagan has told Shall, that it is no longer usefull to keep saying these 
functions do not exist, but far better to not say anything at all over the functions 
concerned. Instead Shell should only talk about the commitnent's Shell has made in the 
struggle against apartheid. { HA HA HA! trans.) This “commitment” must consist of anti- 
partheid policies in Shell companies and social programmes for Shell’s black employees. 
These are 2 reasons whereby Shell could “sell” it's situation in S.A. Alongside this, 
Shall can also delve inte the future, a S.A. free of apartheid. 
It’s disgusting to think thet Shell is prepared to talk about the post- apartheid state, 
and thus no longer has to cancarn itself over the present situation. On top of this, 
Shell has a colonialistic arogantcy, belisving that it can reserve a space in a post- 
apartheid S.A., while they have consistantly refused to deal with or talk to the ANC. 
Tha setting up of social programmes in a land where the political and economic relations 
are based antirely on apartheid, and then to use that as a reason to remain in the coun- 
try, is witness to the immoral realisations of Shell. You cannot gain immense profits 
from labour that is forced to work for virtually nothing, under terrible conditions with 
absolutly no political rights and then buy of your conciousness with what ” nice deeds” 
which cost but a fraction of the profits that already has been torn from the country + 
people. 


The activities of Shell in S.A. (22) 


One of the results of Shell's new strategy, is that the tone of the advertisements has 
changed. Shell has stopped signing it’s advertisements with " we're backing S.A.". 
They now use slogans such as: 

Shell supports the right of all people to live where they choose 

Shell supports the right of organisations to form and exist. 

Shell support tha free- press 

As to the right of vote for all ( one wo/man one vote) is Shell silent. 

Such ad's appear only in the alternative media, that is read by opponents of apartheid. 
Such ad’s are not placed in papers that are read by a majority of whites. 

The tone of the ads has changed, but nothing more. The reality of Shell’s activities in 
S.A. remain the sama if Shell really was for the above ” supports”, then why does Shell ı 
keep fuehling the repression machine that uses all forms of violence to stop such freedom 
from the majority of the population? 

Shell's answer to this, is that it’s companies must stick to the laws of the country in 
which they are situated. In S.A. the ” National supplies precurement Act” compulsifies 
Shell to deliver it's products to the army and police. 

Shell has never put up any resistence to this law. The approximation is that the S.A. 
army uses up 30.000 barrels of of] per day, and that 18% of this ( 5000 barrels) is cour- 
tesy of Shell. Sy keeping in line with this Act, Shell is quarenteed of both a profit + 

a market. How much oil Shell delivers is unknown, and Shell won't let it be known. Even 
here Shell cannot be pressured. Under the ” official secrets Act of S.A.” Shell is for- 
bidden to make publish information concerning, how much ofl is delivered on police or 

the military, oil types, for what purposes the ail is to be used etc. 

Ona of Shell's latest inventions is a land- mine tracer, which is already in use by the 
S.A. `palice + military. Shell also keeps the soldiers happy, if anyone employed by Shell 
is required for conscription, they recieve a cash bonus from Shell for the duration of 
their commitment. Another law that Shell adheres to is the ” Key Points Act". This Act 
compels Shell to develop it’s own private army, that is able to quard all of it’s refi- 
naries, coalmines, petrolstations etc... This army is paid for by,Shell and trained by 
the S.A. military. 

Such private armies are regularly used against striking black workers. At the miners 
strike in August "87, the strike was abandoned to avoid a conflict. In feb. "85 at the 
Rietspruit- mine ( which is 50% from Shell) a bloodbath was the result of such a confran- 
tation. 

As written above, Shell supports the right of people to live where thay themselves choose. 
If. thís was so, the Shell would also be against the system that makes workers work on a 
Yearly contract basis, for the duration of which they live within the companies property, 
separated from their families. The families live in Home- lands, which are normally hun- 
dreds of kilometers away from the mines. Black people must either live on these reserves 
or on their employers property. 

Shell has never uttered a word over these reserves. Because they profit from such inhuman 
erangements. By employing workers for one year at a time, the wages can be kept low as 
possible, and this is coupled with the fact that poverty and unemployment rife among 
those living in the reserves, unemployment was aproximattly 50% in "85 under the black 
population. And this means that there are more than enough black people ” prepared” to 


work for incredible low wages. i 


Another example of Shell's ” support” of the right- to- live - where- one- chooses. 

In Natal Shell bought up 7000 ha land in order to develop a forrest project. The 240- 

250 families that at the time were working on farms that were situated within the bounda- 
ries of this 7000 ha, were driven away and dumped without work, at a reserve ( home- land} 
named Kwazulu. 


Shell, 70 years active in S.A. 


Opponents of the boycott of S.A., such as Shell, are more than ready to point out what 
reprocussions of an affective boycott would mean for the black population. 

The tone ofthis concern forms a part of the Shell's strategy in selling it's argument to 
remain in S.A. This concern is incredibly hypocritical and unbelievable if you realise 
that Shell has been making a profit in S.A. for the last 70 years, and that the ANC is 

76 years old, and has been organising resistence in all those years. In all those 70 years 
Shell has never shown any interest towards the welfare of the black pop. in S.A. or for 
the effects of apartheid apon them. The director of Shell S.A. is quite open with regard 
to this: ” You shall be rightly suspicious, and could indeed ask the question if indeed 
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the fall in price of Shell stock is the result of che threat of sanctions and de- investing, 
as 3 reaction of the international boycott agains: Shell. Certainly, wa should be able to 
prove that these factors have not led to our current position. There is more that has yar 
to be told with regard to this. Even though we cannot talk positively over our negligence 
in the past, howaver we can place this negligence into perspective. (...) The previous 
leading figures in the private sector were not conscious of the degree where by the colla- 
boration between the state and the private sector was responsible for suppressing the . 
sperations of the black majority”. 


Shell's ” progressiveness" social + joo oppertunity policies. 


Shell is very proud of the fact that some of it's slack employees receive schooling and 
training courses. This however does’nt mean that Slack employees are promoted within Shell, 
on the contrary, nearly all of Shell's amployees remain on the lowest rung of the ladder. 
Thomas Nkadimeng, a black employee who worked by Shell's personel department, was fired, 
because he wrote an article over apartheid within Shell. Offigially the reason why he was 
fired, was because he was not prepared to spy on Fellow emploees, when this was demanded 
of him. The article that Nkadimeng wrote contained proof that there was an enormous diffe- 
ance between the wages of black and white employee's employed in the same position within 
Shell. 

In February 1985 ab theeRietspruit mine, 2 black union representatives from the. N.U.M. 

( National Union of Mineworkers) were fired, because they had organised a rememberance 
ceremony for 2 workers who had died at the mine. This ceremony was declared illegal by 

the mine director. As a reaction to the dismisals, a strike was put into effect. The mine- 
director reacted by sending in the mine army, to put an end to the strike, this by way of 
tear- gas and rubber bullets, and the dismisal of 130 mine- workers, of which nearly all 
were members of the Cosatu. The mine- director called those dismissedf * Hardened union- 
activists", and announced that they wera glad to be rid of these ” disruptive elements”. 
Note. of the 130 mine workers that were fired, 6 were given back their jobs, the rest 

were deported, back to their ” Home- lands”. 

Shell would rather not handle with the unions. In a letter over Shell’s involvement in S.A. 
the president- director of Shell, Mr L.C. van Wachem: ® When a union can prove that it re- 
presents 4 visible majority of workers, then shall the company ( Shell) communicate with 
such a union with regard to negotiations”. If Shel! does not desire to telk to a unton, 

all union members are fired. And Shell even want to take a step further, the director from 
Shell S.A.: ” Tha commitment that the private sector can make, is the educating of the lea- 
ders of tomorrow. Companies can make leaders. within their own, internal, education progra- 
mes as well as through their many worthwile, meaningfull, responsible social programs". 

in short, Shell does'nt want to negotiate with with representatives of the black people, 
those that are chosen by black people, such as the ANC and Cosatu. Members of the unions 
are fired, and Shell wants to replace them with black people that they (Shell) have educa- 
ted. 

The social (education) programs are both an attempt at showing south africa’s "need" for 
companies such as Shell, and at the eame time, an attempt to create a middle class within 
the black population, that adheres to Shell's way of thinking. oe oh 
From out a british investigation in February 1986, it came to light that Shell was paying 
a number of black employees 130 rand per month. That is little more than a third of the 
minimum wage that Shell, according to the code of wages, set by the European community, 
should pay to it’s workers employed in South- Africa. And this minimum wage is also incre- 
dibly low, and the report also brought tp light the fact that Shell is among the worst top 
three companies in South Africa, when it comes to paying out wages to it’s employees. This 
was also brouht up during the general miners strike of August 1987, when employees demanded 
a 30 % wage increase. However this demand means only a real increase of 5%, as the loss of 
buying power of the S.A. rand was 25% in 1987. 

In the Rietspruit mine, a 15% wage rise was aproved, which is in reality a fall of 140%. 

By the oil refinary SAPREF ( owned by Shell + B.P.) the agreed wage rise was much lower 
than by other american companies. 


SHELL GUT OF SOUTH AFRICA - SOYCOTT SHELL (24) 
a a eT 


It is quite clear that Shell is directly involved in sath supporting and aromoting 
erartheid.The Shell directors are continually making guolic statements to the affect that 
Shell is against apertheid,while at the same time,it uses apartheid to increase and 
maintain it's profits.@y means of apartheid,Shell is aole to exploit,and whenever Nessesary, 
to suppress the black majority of South Africa. 

Que to the fact that Shell is still making 3 orofit in South Africa,is Shell not even 
prepared to confront the issue.A quota from Shell*s director in South Africa;"It cannot 


be disputec(although some do just that) that the cheif aim of the privata sector is tc bi 


remain profitable,in tha long term.the moment thet the profit no longer can be achieved, 
is the answer to the question,whether to remain or ta withdraw, simple” .Shell will nec, 
voluntarily withdraw from South Africa,it must be forced to withdraw.To leave voluntarily, 
would be a far too greater blow for the apartheid regine,and would be seen by the rest of 
the orivate sector ,not only in South Africa but wor!d-wide,as open direct support for the 
freedom struggle in South Africa. 

Neither is Shell prepared to stop supplying crude oil to the apartheid regime.Here follows 
a quote from Shells presicent,van Wechem;"with regard to the supplying of oil ta Scuth 
Africa,no such boycott exists,what does exist,is an oil restriction resolution. That is the 
result of an agreement between the oil producing countries.Along side this,is the resolutior 
from the general assembly of the United Nations, that supports, thearstically,such an embargo, 
and has called apon it*s member countries also to support the restrictions.However in 
prectice,the effact of such an agreemant is minimal,even for the countries that suppert it.” 
In order that an effective boycott of South Africa can be attained,Shell must whatever the 
cost,be forced to stop supporting and profiteering fram apartheid.Both Shell and the 
apartheid regime must be put under pressure,and with a boycott, Shelli would be hit in it’s 
most sensitive areas,namely money and profit. 
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REFUGEES AS JUNK GOODS (2 ) 
Introduktion: 


This article was written by the ‘Information grous on the Extreme Right’ from Nijmegen (NL! 
We have slightly reduced it. 


With the April 15 measures ('87) the policy which never was very ‘open hearted', has been 
immensely sharpened. Slowly but surely, it's becoming impossible for refugees to eve 
enter Holland. It's also shccking to see that the things ministers c.s. ara saying lately, 
are sometimes literally the same things that have previously been said əy the Centrum- 
Party and Centrum-Democrats (2 fascist political parties in Holland). It is clear that 
racism is one of the reasons for sharpening the asylum policy. A government which approves 
of racism in its foreign policy, (minister for Foreign Affairs Mr. van den 3roek 
calls South Africa a friendly state !) will hot have a differént kind of policy in its own 
country. Next to this, there are several other reasons for the sharpened policy, such as; 
-~ economical reasons. Refugees cost money, both because they have to be integrated, 
and because they can not be engaged in the work forc immediately and thus be ‘functional’, 
this is how the situation is viewed by the powermongers. People are seen and valued as 
objects, in relation to costs and benefits, as "things" to be manipulated with in their 
interests. This also becomes clear in the new dutch Foreigners Act, in which is states 
that; " strangers are welcome if they are of economical value". 


political reasons. The government does not feel it is politically favourable to accept 
people as political refugeesif they come from countries with which it has good relation- 
ships (read: economical interests). They would be forced to admit that the situation 

in a certain country is so bad that people are forced to flee, and this is something 
you can not do to allies. The ideas of the government about "valid" reascns for fleeing 
a country are very limited. For instance, someone that has been driven away from his 

or her land, and does not have any means of support, is no refugee according to the 
government. And someone that is wanted in his or her country for something he or she 
did which is also punishable in Holland, will have almost no chance of being recognised 
as a refugee. They do not take into account that people in fascist or authoritarian 
countries do not have any other means of resistance. 


- One last reason is that political refugees often do not have anything left to lose and 
this can be very strong. Strong in building their own existence, outside the burocratic, 
formal rules, on which the state has little or no control. Strong in being politically 
active and thus threatening for "law and order". Because of this, only a small number 
of refugees are welcome, having been invited, and are subsiquentely “controlled and 
guided". 

Recently refugees are, as long as they have not been imprisoned or immediately deported, 

contained in central camps. The refugees are allowed to go out, but have to pass through 

a control post. i 


Refugees already refused outside Holland: 


If you have to flee a country, and decide to ask for political asylum in Holland, a lot of 
barriers have to be overcome. 

If you escape with an airplane, valid papers are needed along with a visa. Officially, 
refugees do not require visas, but because of all kinds of measures, (which we shall write 
about later on in this article, in fact there is an obligation to be in possession of a 
valid visa. The number of countries of which the inhabitants need a visa in order to enter 
Holland, has increased enormously. This increase counts particularly for countries from 
where a lot of people have recently fled. Of course the obtainment of a visa is an enormous 
problem. Imagine an Iranian man or woman refugee who has to go to Teheran to ask for a visa 
at the dutch embassy. The chance that he or she is arrested before reaching the embassy 

is very large. If you do succeed in reaching the embassy, you would almost certainly be 
refused (if you explain that you were in need of a visa in order to anoly for asylum in 
Holland)-Attaché Mr. Berhout of the dutch embassy in Colombo (Ceylou}* "Someone that tells 
us that he or she wants to seek asylum in Holland, does not recieve a visa here", 


* [Ceylon instead of srilanka, this is the name the Tamils use ubhen they speak of their cantry „Srilanka 
is Te aS forced upon their country in 197 by the Shik minority 
whit 


he) 


It is certain that at the dutch embassies of other countries, the policy is basically 
the same. The dutch embassy of India, Pakistan, Ceylon, Bangla-Desh, Ethiopia, Ghana 
and Nigeria (countries where a lot of refugees come from at the moment) recently had a 
(strictly secret) visit of officials from the ministry of Justice, who emphasized the 
need for stricter controls with regard to the issv@nce of visas. The next barrier to 
be overcome, are the airline compa nies. Up until now, it was a rule that the airline * 
company had to pay for the costs of the return flight and the escort during the flight, 

of passengers travelling without valid papers and visa. Because of this the airline 
companies have already introduced stricter controls, so as to prevent them being held ? 
responsible for'iilegal aliens '. In the Aliens bill, this control has been tightened i- 
up even further; this revised Alien Act, there is a regulation which makes it possible 
for airlines to be finded for transporting people without valid papers. With regard to 

the stricter controls,KLM (Royal Dutch Airlines)-representatives in foreign countries 

have been visited by officials of the ministry of Justice, who have demanded stricter 
controls. 

The above mentioned fine-regulation also counts for foreign airline companies. A few 

of the companies like Pakistan Airlines and Bangla-Desh Airlines have recei ved an 
exhortation from the ministry of Justice, in order to make them control more strictly. 

To the dutch "Vereniging Vluchtelingen Werk" (foundation for refugees) the ministry 
states: "With a large number of airline companies flying to Schiphol (dutch national 
airport) , there have been talks about the transport of passengers who arrive in Hollard 
without(valid) traveling documents; of course these talks included taking measures to 


control this phenomenon”. 
` 


- In thts way the airline companies are forced to take over the control function of the 
state, a controi function aimed at keeping refugees out of the country. Another measure 
in this regard, is the establishment of a transit visa. This is aimed ať making it im- 
possible to, for instance, fly from Ghana to Berlin via Holland,and to ask for asylum 
during the transitin Hollard. From '86 on, Holland has been demanding these transit’ 
visas from inhabitants of 20 so-called 'refugee-countries' i.o. Iran, Iraq, Ceylon, 
Ethiopia, Ghana, India and Pakistan. A transit visa makes it impossible for people 
from these countries to travel with a ticket which includes a transit at Schiphol 
airport. According to the spokesman of Foreign Affairs: "this measure has been taken, 
prodominantly to prevent illegal immigration", with which he means:preventing refugees 
to enter the country, 

Now that the airplane routes are being more and more restricted, there is no more that 

a refugee can do ,than escape via a neighbouring country. But once she or he gets there 

the possibilities of asylum in Holland almost entirely disappears: in almost all cases, 

a neighbouring country is seen as ‘country of first reception’ by the dutch authorities, 

thus as the country where the refugee should ask for asylum. Anyway, most of the refugees 

do not come any further , because fleeing further costs a lot of money. This means that 
most of the refugees come to, and have to be received by, the poorest countries which 
actually do not have any money for this, contrary to the rich western countries. Often 
refugees are send back from Holland to what is seen as a country "of first reception". In 
several cases they get send back to their ‘refugee country ' again. 


The practice of a stricter policy 


The present policy towards refugees is determined by: 

~ more and more control on the whereabouts of refugees, which means more restrictive 
freedom of movement for the refugees; 

- less and less legal protection for refugees, this means that the state and 
are getting more and more uncontrollable competences; 

- an enormous distrust towards (the motives of) refugees 

- the denial of the "refigee stats " towards an ever growing number of people. 


It is absolutely untrue that Holland had a mild and broad asylum policy in the past 
(despite the fact that holland received the name of being ‘tolerant‘ one way or another, 
an image which isi being cherished), but at this moment refugees are distrusted, controlled 
and locked up from the minute they hand over a request for asylum, that is, if you ever 


its official 
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get the chonce tc hand over such a recuest. Urricially the susters are allowed to Send 
Ue mae reat ~ ra z rane nean 2 - - ee 
back everyone nee oes not possess parers, excepi for people that make clear they want 
to ask for asylum. In practice however, people that want to esk fer asylum do get send 
back.There ia no cne controlling these practices on the borders at the moment and, poli 
7 ; wis 
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ha 
tical motivation for such ccentrols is missing. An encrmous restriction of the policy has 
been going on lately, not just with regard to preventing as many people as possible fren 
getting asylum, but also to keep the refugees in the country as short as a time as nosible. Dri 
this period they are strictly controlled on their whereabouts. This restriction had al- a 
ready been going on for a long time (think about a.o. the Tesil-refugees) before it received 
its legal grounds in the measures of April 15 (1967). From chat moment on, there as an j 
extra (legal) barrier for refugees, before being allowed into the asylun-procedure which 
in the past, was (in principle) open to everyone. Which however cces not mean that people 
actually gor the status of refugee. 


The first interrogation . 1 


If people go to the police to ask for asylum, they are immediately interrogated by the 
Foreign Police. This first interrogation is of major importance. If the For. Police feel 
that, in the slightest degree, something is wrong with your story of escape, then they 
have the right to turn you down immediately (which means you are not allowed into the 
asylum procedure). For this, they do need the permission of a so-called "contact official" 
(officials of the ministry that are in charge of the decision} however in practice this 
is done with one phonecall to the ministry. These “contact officials" decide about the 
request to enter the procedure within 9 to 9 days. To get this over with even quicker (and 
so to reduce the possibilities of legal protection for the refugee) the number of heontade 
officials' has been extended. These officials were already in the four larger cities vo 
of Holland {Ansterdam, Rotterdam, The Hague and Utrecht), however SC mere have Joined then 
They are aiso working at Schiphol-airport. eee 
In order to speed up the procedure in other places in Holland as well, small busses with 
‘contact officials’ drive around, visiting one council after an other to review (heads 
turn down}) as many requests as possidie within a few days. These contact officials l 
divide pecple in two groups: 
- people tc be turned down immediately 
- people to be allowed into the asylum procedure (which was possible for almost all refu- 
gees in the past.) E 
The figures show how this extra barrier for refugees works. In 1987 net less than 97 % 
of the refugees wae turned down immediately (meaning: not even allowed to the asylum 
edad - In 1986 this percentage was about 80 % and in the previous years it was even 
ess. Something that stands out at the first i i i e mt i i 
SEER E E the interrogations is the SUES distrust shown 
feel there is something wrong in your story, you can forget it. The refugee has to prov 
that he or she escaped for political reasons and the stery has to be perfect up to the Fine 
details. For instance, when you say you arrived in Roosendaal (the place in the south 
of Holland where a lot of refugees arrive by train via Belgium } at 3 p.m., however it 
actually was-6t 4 p.m., then that is officially enough reason to doubt your story and 
to turn you sown. During the first interrogation session refugees are questioned about the most 
trivial details. 


When ‘contact officials' feel a person has escaped for "economical" reasons tney are 
wiren ar j i talh i‘ 

turned down immediately (latel the government calls them "malafide refugees"). 
The economical reasons can "appear" out of a "weak request for asylum". How officials deal 
ss ieee becomes clear by the following passage:(a contact official told a refugee from 
ane A Take oe your shirt so we can see if we can find any sCars". The list of such 
incidents is endless: Regulary refugees are treated in a racist anc humiliating way. After 
one contact official asked anothezishe deCision regarding a refugee from Ghana would 

se ; on - eee ; : “o 

be e other asked: what brand is he ?" (as if talking about a brand of ci- 
g2rettes). A man from India was turned down and while this decision was typed out, the 

FFieli 1 wae $ ` LLI ve S : 
O+siclai was Singing “one way ticket hone.." in the presence of the refugee. Another offi- 
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al told a refuges: " I do not have nuch 1152, Juv 30 what, vou ara gonna be sent out an 
way". 
Next to the 2conemic reasens, there are also other reasons to turn somecna 


down immediately. One of them is if a refugee has 
arriving in Holland where a rerugee could have applied for asylum. À rerugee from 3 
to write down his name, when he reached for his pen, which had "Seutsche Bundesbank" 
on it, immidiately his story was not believed anymore. For the official it was sure thai 
the man had been in Germany and had already asked for asylum there or should have done - 
anyway. Another reason for a direct refusal 


is “tampered with" identification papers. 4 
of refugees destroy their papers on the way ïo Holland to be sure they are not sent back 
te Geir iad of origin. 


The pessession of false papers (ror a lot of ref 


stayed 


acK 
gees 
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the only possibility to get out of their country) is reason enough to turn someone down. 
Above that, you are net allowed to have "criminal antecedents". To be sure of the politica 
character of the escape, sometimes the authorities of the country; of origin are asked 


whether the refugee is known to be a political activist. A denial (which of course is 3° 
great interest for these authorities) is enough to turn down a refugee's request. 


Legal Protection...non existant. 


After a negative decision, the refugee nust 
even if she or he goes into appeal. 
were being deported after just one day without any form of legal protection, Mrs. Korte van 
Hemel (subminister of Justice, escecially handling refugee cases) "promised" the parlia- 
ment that refugees could at least Stay for 7 days to get the chance to contact a lawyer, 
This was on May 26-th, 1987 Also in this case nothing came of thas "beautiful" promises, 
Still people are being deported within 24 Nours and in some cases even within hours, 
after-the request for asylum is rejected. When the term of 7 or 30 days has expired 
the refuge® has to leave the country unless s/he starts a legal procedure in order once 
again to atempt to enter into the asylum procedure. 

This is enormously worse than before the date of April 15-th, when almost everyone was 
allowed to apply for the asylun. According to Justice it is "a good habit" not to send 
out refugees before the decision in the legal procedure is taken. 

In practice this "good habit" is an exemption. A lot of people do get 
send out before the decision of the legal procedure . In fact the government had plans to 
make these procedures impossible, to dissolve them. Fortunately they did not succeeded 
in this. In practice however, people are put under pressure not to start a legal proce- 
dure, with the argument that this will only keep them inside the cell for a longer time. 
Because in practice refugees Suspected of "premeditated cheating" (which "becomes clear" 
out of the most trivial thing during the first interrogation) are locked up. 

Inside the cell (often a police cell) refugees are in complete isolation and they are 
confronted with racism, intimidation and violence. At this moment a whole prison is being 
emptied to be used for locking in refugees ! 

i refugees are locked in without having committed a single crime, without having broken 
a single law ! For refugees this means a return to the situation which they escaped from. 
For Schiphol and the harbour of Rotterdam there is a particular ruling concerning the 
locking up of refugees. At Schiphol there is the so-called "refugees Hotel" (which is in fact 
a ordinary prison) and in Rotterdam there is the 0.0.S.-building. Here the refugees that 
are not allowed in are locked up. According to Justice these prisons, which officially are 
not sited on Dutch territory, offer all kinds of advantages. Because in this way the figures 
of the number of expulsions are falsified, because juridically expulsion is not expulsion 
but "non-admittance". 
possible. It is not clear on which ground 
up by dutch authorities outside the dutch 
that this was legal. 


leave the country bezveen 7 or 30 days, 


of juridical right, these people are being locked 
territory, in any case a judge stated recently 


People that are allowed in: 
i ee, 


For the people that are directly allowed into the asylum procedure, for people that win 
the legal procedures about allowance into the asylum procedure and for people waiting for 
the decision of such a legal procedure, there is a strict control as to their whereabouts. 


Some of them are locked in because of "danger of escape” until the decision of the asylum 
procedure is taken. 


When, after April 15, 192 7 it became known thas cecpie | 
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In fact these two buildings make the uncited deportation of refugees ; 
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Recently the rest are held in central reception centers, where they are under perma- 
nent control of the Foreign Police. (see: Central Reception as a means of control). In- 
side these centers, the procedure is settled more quickly. Of the group of refugees that 
are allowed into the asylum procedure only a sall proportion receive the stats of refugee. 

in practice,it becomes clear that the criteria for granting this status have 
been restricted. " Grounded fear for prosecution by the state” has been changed into 
“experienced suffering through prosecution by the state", which means an enormous restric- 


tion. 


Anyway it only applies to prosecution by the state. The tdea behind it is that their star- 
ting point is that the state protects youľf for instance, you have to cope with prosecution 
by a group of people from the society. th practice, this means that for instance, violence fron death- 
squads, sexual violence by the army for example in E-Salva. is not enough ground to receive the 
status of refugee. i hy 
whether the risk of prosecution is viewed seriously, by the state and whether a country is considered a dicta 
torship,depends on political choices. In this content a country like Turkey (NATO ally) 
for instance is being considered differently than Poland. This has a lot of consequences 
for the credibility of your story as a refugee. 
Moreover, to be recognised as a refugee, you are not allowed to have “criminal antecedents". 
In practice this means: ( to have beena member of a political group which uses violence 
as a means of struggle) , in that case they "know" you committed crimes and thus provoked 
prosecutions by the state yourself. For instance this plays a role in the case of 15 Chileans 
(members of the liberation movement MIR in Chili) who were sentenced to death in Chili 
for "murder and complicity in murder". Van den Broek (minister of For. Affairs) stated that 
Holland rejects violence as a means of struggle and that these peopte 

cannot obtain asylum until they are actually put in front of a firing-squad. (1!) 
All in all, 3 

Less and lessþeople obtain asylum (not just in Holland, however in all other Aro- 
pean countries as well) and time and again new barriers are being errected. The legal 
protection for refugees has been enormously hollowed out, with which the state and its 
officials has obtained larger and more uncontrolable powers to decide over the destiny of 
the lives of refugees. 


Sexual violence not recognised 


In principle female refugees with experiences of sexual violence do not come into 
consideration for the status of refugee. Only in those cases in which the sexual violence 

is part of the prosecution pn the grounds of her political consciousness), can a 

status be granted. In a lot of countries forms,of far-going oppression of women take 

place, whereby women who resist against this j aah P " : o 
rontated with ` coercive measures by her surrounding fron the government. Sọ. 

aut a o fe individual prosecution exists. - According to the nefugee Treaty 

of Geneva this is - ground for granting asylum. In Holland ,women that escape for this reason, 

not have a chance. l 
Sasa who underwent assault, rape or other forms of sexual violence and who, in their own 
country, are not (enough) protected by the state, (for instance because the state has a 
restricted definition of rape, or because the state does not interfere in the private sphere 
in many cases ),should be granted the status on the ground of " grounded fear for individual 
ution". 

Un aseara ta ly reality is far from ideal. This can also be seen in the light of the more 
stricter policy of allotment. In this case ,it is important that the dutch state does not 
take sexual violence completely serious itself. For instance in Holland rape withina marriage 
was still not punishable untill recent change a few weeks ago. The state does not demand 
something from other countries which it doesnot fullfil itself. 


Dependant status 


If a woman is married to a man who is recognised as a political refugee, she does not auto- 
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matically obtain an individual status for herself. Y ou can have to be married 
for three years, one year of which has been spent in Holland. This means that if she 
wants to divorce within three years, she will be sent back to the country of origine, 
regardless if she would be prosecuted or not. 


Trade in women 
eS ee nen 


Another group of women, for who the obtainment of a permit-to-stay is of life-importance, ' 
are the women who have ended up in prostitution by force or under false pretences (eco~ 
nomical security through marriage or work in W- Europe). Often victims of this women-trade 
do not dare to give evidene this to the police, because they are in Holland illegally an 
es such Can be immediately deported. Since February 1988, there has been a change in the 
position of victims of the women-trade. Now they can obtain a temporary permit- to-stay, 
however when the investigation, and presecution of the culprits is completed, they are 
expected to return to their country of origin. Only on the ground of urgently humanitary 
reasons,can a permanent permit-to-stay be granted. For a woman the consequences in the 
land of origin are often expulsion by the family or reprisals by a pimp, so that life is 
made virtually unlivable "back home". 


Centers as a mean of control 
aS ean of control 


The centers have been regulated according to the Regulation Reception Asylum Seekers 

(ROA), which came into force in Oktober '87. The regulation has two phases. The refugees 
who come here are being received centrally in large buildings for a maximum period of 

9 weeks. In the mean time the ministry of Welfare, Public Health and Culture (WVC) tries 
to finda "decentral accomodation" for those refugees that were not expelled within that 
period. The central reception should take place in Goes, Luttelgeest, Hardenberg, Schinnen- 
gen en Stevensbeek (dutch villages). The ROA is based on the regulations for Tamil-refugees 
and is part of the discouragement policy of the Dutch Government: they want to make Holland 
even more unattractive for refugees in the hope that refugees go somewhere else. The 
financial part of the ROA means that the cost of housing and support is being directly 
paid by WVC to the councils, while the refugees themselves receive only f 445,- per 

month for food, clothing and pocket-money. That the government wants to keep out refugees 
as much as possible becomes clear from the following. As a reaction to the racist scenes 
that went on in Stevensbeek, the brothers that control the monastery where the 
refugees were to be put, suggested to receive 100 instead of 325 refugees. Officials of 
the ministry of WVC were against this proposal, because it would be too expensive and 
“compare to neighbouring countries refugees would be living too luxurously" (1!) . 

In the first instance, 302 of the 714 councils refused to cooperate with the idea of reception ce 
‘For sure,the reason for this refusal would have been that several racist demonstrations 
inliifferent places took place. The government pretended that they took the refusal of so 
many councils very seriously, while the government itself was co-responsible for calling 
up racist demonstrations. A government that talks about "malafide asylum seekers" and 
“illegal people" and that executes a racist policy, -can pretend to be shocked by 
racism coming from certain parts of the population. Brinkman (minister for Culture, 

Public Health and Welfare) reacted to the criticism that laid the blame of 

the racism on the government, with the following: "If we would have received more refugees 
in the past few years, the unrest would be much bigger. You cannot turn everything around 
by saying that the government caused all this". Instead of laying the blame on the existin; 
racism, which is being stirred up by.the government through what is said and done, accor- 
ding to Brinkman it is the refugee himself/herself who is responsible for evoking racism. 
Under the show of things like "large cities like Amsterdam cannot cope with the problems 
anymore", the government choose for central reception centres in small villages. That what 
plays a certain part in this decision, but is not being admitted ),is that refugees 
in the small, remote villages are easier to control. Inside these central reception 
buildings, members of the Foreign Police are placed, and can directly control the refugees 
‘The contact officials will also be there to be able to decide about the request 

for asylum quickly and to interrogate the refugees. Moreover for instance, Stevensbeek, 
will get 10 extra police officials. Something, which the council demanded and which the 
government has promised, which means 1 police officer per 35 refugees. For the refugee 
themselves this "central reception"in these remote villages means social isolation, bore- 
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dom, hostility trom (a part of) the population and aervious endless waiting, Tor the 
decisicn about the request for asylum. 


Being iccked up in Holland 


People that reach Holland, often to escape a situation of prosecution, are immediate! 
robbed of their freedom. First they're being 'X-rayd' thoroughly and are gene- 
tally locked up. They didnot do anything punishable, however uney have to be isolated 
immediately because the state thinks they're not useful; the state wants to get rid of 
them, and they have to feel it. Each day, hundreds of forzign people have to stay 
inside cells, simple because the government doesnot want them *o move around freely, 
The detention doesnot guarantee any protection, on the contrary. Many of then are locked 
up for a periods ranging from a few days up to a few weeks, they're only prospect being 
expulsion; sometimes, like at Schiphol, they didnot even reach Holland official The 
only memory of Holland will be imprisonment and the boldness ecupeld to it. 
Insice the cells they are being put under pressure not to taxe any legal steps. "If you 
do so, you will only be locked up longer", is what they're being told normaily. Mostly 
they are not advised about the possibilities of legal aid; in tne case of asylum seekers 
that are looking around for the first time themselves, sometines 'VluchtalingenYerk' 
takes initiatives. 
In other cases there comes to light a complete lack of control and inspection, and the less 
control, the more victims. It's mainly foreigners that cemair. inside police 
cells longer than others, however this is a practice which the state has in store for every- 
one. There are many reports of foreigners who had to stay in a police cell for 4 to 
9 weeks. For instance in 1984,3800 foreigners were put in a police cell in amsterdam, 
of whom 1450 longer than 4 days with an average of 17 days ! This means you have to stay 
in very small cells, no visit$ no smoking, and mostly no books (and if you are allowed 
to have newspapers, they will be dutch ones). Often they have the problem that they've 
got no friends of family living in the neighbourhood who could help them, and furthermore 
there is the language problem. 
To be locked up in Holland isn't safe either: often you come out as a broken person, sick, 
at the edge of madness and confusion and lots of prisoners have died there. 
You're powerless: no matter how you're treated, it's always being covered by higher 
authorities. A woman from Suriname says: " twelve police officials raided my house. They 
were looking for my husband,who I divorced a long time ago. They locked me up for 3 weeks, 
just to put me under pressure: in the cell block she witnessed that a 10 year old boy 
was also being held. Cham Chatterpal was a 10 year old boy that was locked up, to 
force his mother and his other relatives to report in person to the Foreign Police to 
show their legal papers. 
The police calls him Rosario. He does not want to tell his name, because he knows that 
that will only be used against him. He reports at the police end of december '84 with a 
request to obtain the asylum, however is being held prisoner until August. He sees lots 
of jails from the inside: " I tell them I come to ask for asylum. Immediately they hand 
cuff me, search me and undress me. They say: Holland does not grant asylum anymore(..). 
In Zwolle I saw how many other illegal foreigners had been in cells for months. In Leeuwarden 
I noticed that an ill co-prisoner was being denied adequate medical attention and died 
of a heart attack. When I got very mad about this they locked me up in isolation (...)} 
In Rotterdam I was put under pressure to tell my name and I was beaten up". 
A man tells he was stopped in the street, he has valid papers however his Passport wus 
confiscated. When, the next day, he reports at the office, he gets locked up “in a large cell 
. where there were more foreigners. These people immediately warned me that I must 
mot fall into provocation, because in that case I would be brought to the "black cell" 
and be beaten up. And indeed the officers started to provoke me!' Being imprisoned, women 
are confronted with sexual violence. An ex~prisoner stated only recently that the guards 
in the prison of Nederheide in Doetinchem watched pornographic films each day. Locked up 
women are being insulted and spied upon. You're virtually unprotected. For instance a 
woman filed a complaint because she had been raped inside the Bijlmer prison (Amsterdam). 
Later her complaint was dismissed. Foreign women are even more vulnerable. In a cell 


inside the police station in Den-Haag (The Hague), a Zairian woman was raped several 
times by several guards. 
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Her lawyer says: "first they beat up her neighbour who is an asylum seeker as well. 

After that they opened her cell door. Under heavy intimidation she was forced to under- 

go sexual acts by several guards each night". The court, confronted with this, refused i 
to free her from her situation. In the end the public prosecutor ordered discontinuation 

of her arrest. However nobody was punished, nothing had changed. 

And then the many cases of people who have died in prisons under unclear circumstances: 


\ young Iranian man died in the prison Havenstraat/Amsterdam, no investigation was carried 
nut. In the same period R. Lijkwan died there: maybe he died by force used by guards. There 
-5 no trustworthy investigation, as there was not one in the case of H. Takhrifa who 

lied under totally unknown circumstances in an Amsterdam police cell. In a society in which 
veople are being locked up in order to take away their freedom ~ and that is what Holland 
-S - people will die in cells. Significant for such a society is the constant opening up 

>f new complexes of cells, under which special ones for "illegal foreignes". 

:n Zwolle and Nieuwersluis there are already units like this, in Hoorn one is going to be 
‘pened soon: a prison system based on apartheid. More enlighted ideas about the role of 
‘etention are almost unbelievable while Korthals Altes is coming with more and more measures 
9 lock more and more people up longer and longer, without protection or perspective. 

he cell complex in Zwolle ~ a grim, centuries ~ old building - was re-opened by minister 
'f state: Mrs. Haars and quickly be came news dueto the bad treatment towards a go f gypsies. 
n April '87, refugee prisoners who were waiting for expulsion in the special unit in 
‘Leuwergluis revolted. 

n a small-iesland in Hoorn lies the Oostereiland-prison, a dark warehouse dating from 

680. From March l-st, 1988, turned down asylum seekers are being locked up here, for 

- period of 3 weeks up to a few months. Six or seven men are locked up in one cell: 
nother measure that is first being directed against the most vulnetable groups, subse- 
uently to be presented as a serial necessity. Provisiorglike sport fleldsand recreation 
alls are present, however the asylum seekers are not allowed to use them. 

n Nieuwersluis and Zwolle there are 50 special places for those they call "unwanted for- 
igners", Hoorn included, this makes 186. 


WS 


1 
he citizens’ Europe : 


The borders have to open up! Longlive the Europe of the free citizens!" This is what 
he managers and ministers are shouting In '92 the EC has to be reformed into a 
olitical union, and already in '90 the Schengen treaty comes into force. This is an 
greement between the countries of the Benelux, western germany and France (probably 
taly will join in this agreement) to reform this area into a custom union. They are 
alking about open borders, however they're thinking about a greater freedom of movement 
f capital, money and goods and its representatives over the inner borders, and a smaller f 
Yeedan for the inhabitants. In some years the new Aliens Act will come into force in Holland. 
nis law émbeds, even stricter than the present regulations, that foreignss are only allowed 
2 stay here to be directly exploited. In fact, refugees should be excluded from this ` 
əstriction. However the total western European policy is pointed at the making of the 
vee traffic and the free settlement of non-western europeans completely impossible, just 
ike this very same freedom will be tied to strict rules for western europeans. About 
nis, international agreements are being made. Inside the Benelux agreement, the conditi- 
1s for enterance have already been harmonised. the aim íis to restrict these even further, 
-0. by the systematic exchange of data covering all non- Benelux citizens who are seen 


3 "unwanted". Even more important is the Schengen- agreement. The undersigning governments 


th 
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have Sound themselves to harmonize the laws and their effects ən the terrain of preser- 
vation of laws and the entrance and the stay of "strangers"; this will mean: obligation 
oF identity everywhere, strict legislation on drugs, prosecuticn of offences which donot 
even touch us at this moment. Everywhere the same visa-regulation will come 
into order, eventually, an enterance visa will be required for all countries within the 
new Europe ". The harbours and the airports are the dutch enter borders of the area. 

And there we already see that people are being locked up even before the official custom 
posts ars reached. In June '87 the "Schengen-governments” agreed on executing the same 
policy towards granting asylum to, and the expulsion of, refugees. Between the countries, 
all data about refugees will be exchanged: the same strict standard everywhere, and once 
you've been refused somewhere, you won't get in somewhere else! In EC-connection there 

are talks underway , in Luxemburg regarding similar measures against refugees. In several 
institutions they talk about the “citizens' Europe". And then they mean that they pre- 
cisely want to take our lives in their hands. No tranps, no pecple who flee from the rules; 
to put an end to what they call ‘uncontrollable streams’. No people who fill in their 

own way of life, but people who plan their lives according to the rules of 

the state: the state citizen who excluded any other kind of life. Such a institution where 
there are discussions about such another way of life is the TREVI... A conference 
of ministers taking place every half a year, making recomandations about the struggle 
agains free settlement and political radicalism. The dutch partaker Mr. Korthals. Altes is 
bringing to light in fur. what he thought of for Holland. The latest recommandations’ were to 
harmonize the search and control methodes of the ‘clandestine immigration’ and ‘crimina-~ 
lity’ in EC-countries as quick as possible. 

Another institution where they talk is the Seidel-Stiftung. In april '87 they discussed 

in amsterdam about the refugees. Korte van Hemel was there as well. The Stiftung is con- 
nected to the Bavarian CSU and there are ties with (neo-)nazis, SA and Chile. Not just 
these ties, however especially the ideas and recommandations reminds one of fascism: Europe 
has to remain untouched, stainless. The states of western europe ~ with a tendency to 

common production relations and juridical systems - want a greater planability with regard 
to the social relations and with that of the individual. There is no part in the world 

where refugees are being kept out so strictly as in the European EC-countries. However 

also inside the EC there are large differences until now. In almost all countries the 

laws have been restricted during the last few years, however the restriction of freedom 

in one country is developed stronger than in another. Seeing the ruling relations of 

power at the moment, there is a situation that the country with the strictest rules 

on a certain terrain is becoming the ‘guidance country’ for the other countries. Holland 

is the guide on the terrain of asylum law. a 
: oP 


Fear for "uncontrollable floods" 


You could say that the Centrum Party and-the Centrum Democrats (dutch fascist political 
parties) prepared the execution of the present policy propaganda. It's politics and 

use of words was nationalistic and fascistic. The core is that a healthy people, pre- 
sented as one unity, as one body, is being affected by unelusive, strange and evil 
influences from the outside, or , at the same time, is becoming diseased by flows that 
threaten the harmony and the unity, from the inside. The purpose is that others will 
recognise this fear. We note that ministers, newspapers and some neighbourhood communi t- 
tees are working with essentially the same vocabulary as the pressure group that are 
recognised as fascist. Immigrants who were dragged to Holland in the sixties by the 
multinationals, were useful within the capitalist production relations. N ow they are 

no longer needed. The central slogan of the dutch fascist political parties was: "Holland 
is full: stop the stream of strangers”. In that same period ministers of state already 
said: “ My little country is so full already ", followed by minister Rietkerk (Internal 
Affairs/codrdinator asylum-immigrants policy) with his: "Holland shouldn't become a 
pigeon roost. 


Especially during the last year this use of linquistics has been strongly normalised. 


vw first to use ‘this expression. 


4 
ile in this period in is ‘only’ “slowing sown" ang “setting limits", 2 few Senins 
tər Brinkman ‘min. of welfare, P. Health and Culture! was reducec T3 the Last extre- i 
ties: "Ye'll nave to tell them: full is full, I'a very sorry”. The serugees are no j 
nger vild rivers, terms such as "dam burst" are now ska norm. The Tentrunm Party was | 
f 
t 


However the picture of threatening waves, 
rreams, the flocding and as opponent tne embanking, the control, the regulated columr, 
; equally characteristic for the fascist Literature and propaganda oetween 1913 and 
245, just as it became part of the sexist and racist world picture of the petty bour- 
ois. (see also the book of Klaus Theweleit: Manneranantasign, Rowolt '8C about the 
taracteristics in language, pictures etc. in the fascist period of 1918-1945) 

z returns over and over again where the order of tke people, presented as a body, 
-eaks. Revolutions, workers uprising, feminist struggle, the search for more haesi- 
+38 for more pecole. That fear found its most tragic axcression in the resentzmens to~ 
ards strangers, the asians, the gypsies, the blacks, the jews, etc. 


` = 


Incoördinatsd streams which have to be embarked“: there's a lot inside such a sentence. 


you are not allowed to see refugees as living beings. They are" things. And 2° cange 
ous. AS a group, inyited refugees are still controllable. They are welcome because the 
tate decided that they are pitiful. The reformist criticism on the present bases itself 

2 the imagesof water as well. In september '87 professor Meyer of the Association 

or Refugees pleaded for a "division of the refugees on the basis of the existing barrage”. 
ailding a dam and subsequently controlling the amount of water coming in. 

oth within the CP as the government, the starting point is that, without control the 
2fugees can not be trusted. They are called "criminal", or "malafide". 


Tn the beginning of April '87 Korte van Hemel pleaded for :" a common 
ropean approach towards the gold diggers of the third world". They themselves are looking 
ər fortune, for the Europeans they're always a burden: profiteurs. 


nat's why, according to Lubbers "the chaff has to be seperated trom the wheat" quickly. 
ometimes they hint that the refugees bring in the infecteous diseases, or that the male 
afugee will give reign to bad instinct, ones that the dutch citizen is supposed to be able 
> control. These are all products of a long racist history. 


. You use 'clean-up' in connection 


with rubbish, dirt; when used in connection to people it reminds us of a near past. 
-eople in Stevensbeek, and others, were excited when it became kn 
70 place large reception centers for refugees in a number of villages. Apparently racism 
yas very deep there, however they were allowed by the government to express themselves 

n such a way. Because the government defined asyleum seekers as a burden. They created 
che image of a malafide and untrusthworthy group. They talked about the possible intro- 
fuction of an obligatory AIDS-test. They liked to use the words "criminal" and "illegal". 


che CP and related groups tried to stir up the hate towards strangers. They were present i 


cn Stevensbeek as well. However they were overtuned by the government; chaos, overflow ! 


own that the state wanted t 


The larger councils would not have to carry this burden on their own anymore. after 65) 
picturing the refugee as a plague, they sugested to house them in small villages. 
The racist scenes which followed weren't so inconvenient. f 


Conclusion 


So, when someone fiy’'s _ to Holland, then it is almost certain that he or she only 

has to undergo misery. It appears to be better to keep out of the hands of the state 
apparatus, because the state will never give you the chance for a better life. However 

at het same time it is difficult to escape from it. Because of several points you have to 
lay yourself open to the state: if you want housing, social help, a course, work, whatever. 
And there's always the possibility that you meet the police, who wants to prosecute you, 
lock you up and expell you. Always fear. Refugees, have hardly ever dared to protest, in- 
stead they undertook principal legal processes. A few times the judge forced the state 

to keep to some of its fundamental rights. However many judges went along with the ruling 
policy in their interpretations. Like recently a judge in Haarlem, who compared the depre- 
vation of liberty at Schiphol with the waiting at the custom, and in doing so he approved 
them. Afghans held demofstrations, Kurds took up hunger strikes, Tamils used violence 
against their ‘own' pensions, thus expressing the feeling of having nothing to loose. The 
state took it ill of them and they got too little support from others and us, despite 

the fact that the local population took up campaigns of support after the events had occured. 
To protect detained people against the state it's necessary to exercise independant super- 
vision on the relations of power there, and to investigate independantly what has happened, 
as was tried after the deaths of Hans Kok and Hmidou Takrifa. However it became (and be- 
comes) clearer that it is almost impossible to get entrance to the cells and to receive the 
necessary data. And when, after a lot of trouble, people did manage to push through an in- 
dependant investigation, although they did not manage to improve the relations for the 
future. In Nijmegen however—where private guarding of cells is also coming up - no attempt 
in this direct has been made yet. "Vluchtelingenwerk”" does have entry to the police-offices. 
However at each critical remark the police threated.to withdraw all data to this organi- 
sation. The state feels at its best without any control. More and more people have to go 
underground. i : 


In amsterdam an organisation has started that tries to help to live independant of and 
protected from the state. In germany attempts have been made to destroy the registration 
of refugees, though without prospect to a quieter life. Lastly: the state wants to play 
people off against eachother, it does not want one group of people to be concerned about 
what's being done to another group. Newspapers and televisions spread the states inhumane 
talks. That's why the state operates with a negative image of refugees, and newspapers 
and television codperate to spread that image. 

However, fortunately there are enough people who - powerless as they may be - remain 
humane. This humanity should form an enduring counter wright ( in the newspapers, in 

the streets, at the courts, wherever) against the racist propaganda that is spread 
concerning refugees . 
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